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gructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
nablic puildings and enlarging the public grounds at the 
ipilitary post at Newport, Kentucky. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, submitted the 
following resolution; which, under the rules, lies 
over one day: 

Resolved, That for the residue of this session, the daily 
pour to which this House shall stand adjourned be ten 
o’clock, a. m. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
resolution; which, under the rule, lies over one 


day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


to state, in the report which may be made to the House in | 


answer to the resolution adopted on the 14th of January, 
1839, “ calling for the amount of money expended annu- 
ally by each Administration in the Government, from the 
ith ot March, 1789, to the 4th of March, 1837, with the 
amount of public money lost annually by defaleation of 
public officers,” &c.; whether suits have been instituted 
against the several defaulting debtors, and when 5 and fur- 
ther, that he inform this House when the defaultipg debtors 
were severally 2jpointed and employed in the 
vice. 


On motion of Mr. MENEFEE, it was 


blie ser- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, directed to communicate to this House a state- | 


ment of the sums respectively awarded, unde: the act of 
July 13, 1832, for carrying into effect the convention with 
France of July 4, 1831, in favor of persons from whom 


sums of money were due tothe United States; the amounts | 


to which they were respectively entitled under the ratable 
proportions provided for by said act; the amounts respect- 
ively paid to them 5 the amounts respectively entered to 
their credit by reason of the deductions provided for in said 
act; why, if the fact be so, said persons did not receive the 
full benefit of said act, either by payment or credits on their 
debts to the United States; whether an agent was em- 
ployed by the Treasury Deparument to ascertain the per- 


sons thus indebted, and if so, who he was, on what terms | 
employed, and, if paid, to what amount, how, and by what | 


authority; and whether all the facts necessary to enable 


the Seeretary to make said deductions did not previously | 


exist on the files of his Department, and were not actually 
furnished fur that purpose by an officer thereof under his 
direction. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, submitted | 
the following resolution; which was read and laid | 


on the table one day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Navy, War, State, | 


and Treasury Departments be respectively directed to com- 
municate to this House what percentage is allowed dis- 
bursing officers, in their several Departments, for the dis- 
bursement of the public gmoney, by any regulation of the 


Department, and whether any officer receiving asalary | 
fixed by law has, since the 4th day of March, 1829, been | 


allowed a percentages compensation for extra services, 


for the disbursement of the public money, the name of such | 
officer or officers, and the amount so received by each; | 


aud that they be respectively directed to communicate to 


this House copies of any regulations which may have been | 


made, under which such percentages are allowed and paid ; 
and that the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to lay 
before this House any correspondence upon the subject of 
the money retained by William Steuben Smith, late a clerk 
in the Land Office, and to inform this House what were the 
said Smith’s returns, and whether the amount retained in 
his hands exceeded the disbursements he was required to 
make, or whether he failed to make the disbursements re- 
quired, and withheld the money, refusing to apply it as 
directed; and that he also inform this House when said 
Smith failed or refused to pay over the money in his hands, 
When suit was instituted against bim, and wheu he resigned 
his office, or Was disinissed from the service. 


On motion by Mr. CROCKETT, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be in- 


structed to communicate to this House the amount of | 
money already expended in the construction of the new | 


custom-house at New York, and what amount is estimated 
to be necessary to complete it. 


On motion of Mr. CARTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House, with as little delay as possible, 
What progress has been made in the execution of the trea- 
Wes with the Chickasaw Indians of the 20th of October, 


1832, and 24th of May, 1824; what amount of funds has | 
been received by the United States in trust for said tribe of | 


ladians, arising from the sale of their lands, and how the 
same has been invested, at what time, and in what stocks, 


and the name of the agent or agents concerned in negotia- | 


ling all such investments ; also, the whole amount of the 
*Xpense incurred in the execution of said treaties, the 
amount of such expense paid by the Government, and the 
amount paid from the sales of the lands by said Indians; 
also, the name of each officer or agent employed in the 
xecution of said treaties, the date of his appointment, the 
nature of the service of each of them, the time each was 
actually employed, as nearly as may be ascertained, the rate 
ot Lampensation, and the aggregate amount paid to each. 
Resolved, ‘That the said Secretary of War be also directed 


‘o report to this House the whole number of Choctaw In- | 


‘ans who removed west of the Mississippi, under the super- 
itendence of the United States, according to the provis- 
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ions of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, and the num- 

ber removed in each year since the commencement of 
emigration ; also, the naine of each officer or agent employed 
in the execution of the several articles of said treaty, the 
| date of his appointment, the nature and term of the service 

of each, the rate and the aggregate amount of compensa- 
| tion of each officer or agent appointed under the provisions 
| of the act of 3d of March, 1830, entitled “An act for the 
| appointment of commissioners to adjust the claims to reser- 
| vations of land, under the fourteenth article of the treaty 


| 22d of February, 1838, amending the same; also, what 
progress has been inade in the execution of the objects of 


tt : 
|| said acta. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, it was 


to inform this House what steps have been taken by the 


to collect the balance due, or claimed to be due, the United 
States from John Brahan, late receiver of public money at 
Huntsville, Alabama, or from his legal representatives ; and 
j that he communicate copies of all the correspondence, and 


| other papers within the control of the Department, relative 


to said claim. 


On motion of Mr. TURNEY, it was 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War communicate to this 
House the number of horses, belonging to the volunteers in 
the service of the United States in Florida, which were 


| turned over to the United States, and the orders under or | 
by which they were so turned over, and by what authority | 


said orders were made ; that he also communicate the ag- 
gregat? value of said horses when mustered into service, 
with their equipages, and also the value assessed at the time 
they were turned over; and that he communicate the cause 








of the great difference in value, and whether it was not 
owing to the fact that a large portion of said horses had 
given out, and were abandoned trom want of forage. ‘That 
he also communicate the number of claims for lost horses 
now on file, the number that have been paid, and the num- 
ber yet remaining to be audited and paid, and the reason 
why they have not been paid before this; and whether the 
claims of the volunteers under the command of Major Lau- 
derdale for lost horses have been examined by the Third 
Auditor, and the causes of the great delay of that officer to 
perform this serviee, aud when it is likely he will examine 
and adjust said claims. 


On motion of Mr. CHEATHAM, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House a supplement to the tabular 
statements transmitted by him on the 4th of January, 1836, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of the 3ist 
of December, 1835, exhibiting in such supplement a state- 
mentof the sums annually paid, under each material head 
of expenditures, from 1834 to 1839. 


On motion of Mr. HARPER, it was 


Resolved, That tif Committee of Claims be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of making compensation to the | 


heirs and legal representatives of James Reynolds, fora 
horse lost in the late war war Great Britain. 


On motion of Mr. BOND, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 
to report to this House the dates and amounts of the official 


bonds of the collectors and naval officers at the ports of 
Philadeipiua. New York, and Boston, together with the 


names of the securities of said collectors and naval officers, | 


respectively. 


On motion of Mr. LEADBETTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 


law in relation to the judiciary as to require an interchange 
of the duties,-of circuit and district jadges of the United 
States courts, in all cases where it would be improper for 
Uiem to sit on account of interest, or Where parties cannot 
obtain a fair trial, &e. 


On motion of Mr. GOODE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands, to whom 
is now committed a resolution instructing them to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a bill to authorize the Siate 
of Ohio to purchase the United States alternate sections of 


land on the Miami canal,in the State of Ohio, and the | 


United States alternate sections of land on so much of the 
Wabash and Erie canal as lics within the State of Ohio, at 
$2 50 per acre, be hereby further instructed to extend their 


inquiries into the expediency of providing also in the same | 
bill for the receding to the State of Ohio by the United | 


States the right it now has to navigate said canals free of 
toll. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
it was 


Resolved, That the Postmaster Genera! be direeted to re- 
port to this House the number of failures in the ordinary 
and express mails, distinguishing between the said mails, 


of 1830, with the Choctaw Indians,’’? and the act of the | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 


Department, or by the agent or Solicitor of the Treasury, | 
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to and from the city of New Orleans, within the last six | 


months, the causes of said failures, and the steps adopted 
by him to prevent the recurrence of such failures. 


it was 


Resolred, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to aid in the improvement of the harbor on Lake Pont- 
ehartrain, at Port Poutehartrain, m the State ef Louisiana. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, || 
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On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
to this House whether in his opinion, the improvements can 
be suspended or discontinued upon the harbors now in pro- 


| cess of construction, Without endangering the existence of 


the structures already begun, and without exposing we 
Government to a waste of the moneys already expended 3 
what is the average progress of those harbors towards com- 
pletion ; and whether the interests of commerce would not 
be deleteriously affected by such suspension or discontin 

uance ; and that he extend his report to those rivers whose 
channels are now undergoing improvement under the au- 
thority of the United States. 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 
act of Congress entitled “ An act directing the transfer Of 
money remaining unclaimed by certain pensioners, and au- 
thorizing the payment of the same at the Treasury of the 
United States,”? approved April 6, 1838. 


Mr. RARIDEN moved the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, and laid on the table one 
day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 
port to this House the names and rank of the officers of the 
Army of the United States who have been employed since 
July, 1834, in paying Indian annuities, or in making pay- 
ment under treaty stipulation, showing the tribe or nations 
to whom paid, and the amount paid to each tribe, with the 
amount paid to such officers, either as salaries, percentage, 
per diem pay, mileage, transportation, or subsistence. And, 
also, the names and residence of each individual employed 
sinee July, 1834, in the transportation of money, goods, or 
other property paid to the Indians, the amount of, and what 
property transported, the amount paid to each person so 
employed, distinguishing what was paid as wages, what for 
transportation, mileage, subsistence, or percentage, and 
how long each person was so emploved in each case, and 
for what tribe or nation. And, also, the names and residence 
of each individual employed in removing the lndians west 
of the Mississippi since 1830, exclusive of the Army, to 
gether with the compensation paid to each, how long each 
was employed, and in what capacity, noting what was paid 
to each as salary, what as per diem pay, expenses incurred, 
or subsistence, during the time so employed. And, also, to 
report the names and residence of all persons employed as 
commissioners, or by any other name, since L830, to inves- 
tigate claims against Indians, and the names and residence 
of the persons employed toaid such commissioners, whether 
as clerks, secretaries, Or attorneys, together with the loea- 
tion of the Indians where the servi®es were rendered, the 
amount of claims investigated, the time employed, and the 
amount of compensation paid to each, whether as salary, 
per diem allowance, expenses, transportation, subsistence, 
or percentage ; and to specify under what laws the various 
persons before named have been appointed to the several 
employs and paid. 


Mr. EWING moved the following resolution; 
which was read, and laid on the table one day, 
under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House the number, and places of pay- 
ment, of agents now authorized to satisfy revolutionary and 
other pensions, declared payable in the State of Indiana ; 
the compensation, if any, to which said agent or agents are, 
or claim to be, entitled. Also, the terms, if known at the 
Department, upon whi-h the State Bank of Indiana would 
agree to stipulate to make all such payments, through the in- 
strumentality of ler branch banks, with all such additional 
information as he may possess, and deem proper, to show the 
trouble, loss, and delay, to which the poor pensioners, pay- 
able in said State, are now subjected, by reason of great 
distance from the point er points at which they can atone 
receive payment, and to demonstrate the justice and expe- 
diency of providing by law tra more suitable and uniform 
mode of making all such payments hereafter, 


Mr. MAY submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, and laid on the table one day, 
under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House the ¢ orrespondence which 
took place in the year 1838, between his Department and 
James Turney, relative to his appointinent to, and accept 
ance of, the ofice of register of the land office at Galena, in 
the State of Ilinois; and, also, between the Department 
and William G. Fiood, relative to his appointment to, and 
acceptance Of, the office of register of the land office at 
Quiucy, in the said State of Mlinois, in the year 1638; and 
that the said Secretary be directed to inform this House 
whether the business of said offices has not beeu suspended 
for some time, in consequence of the non acceptance of the 
said individuals, and how long it has been so suspended, 
and why the said offices have sot been filled ; and whether, 
notwithstanding the non-acceptance of the said James 
Turney and William G. Flood, they have been nominated 
or appointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to the said offices. Aud whether it is 
known to the Department that these persons are now mem- 
bers of the Legislature of the State of Ulinois. and are, at 
this time, in the discharge of their duties as sach. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, it was 


Resolred, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
State of Hfuois township five north, range fourteen wet, 
in the district of land subject to sale at Palestine, in said 
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State ; said land to he disposed of by the State authority, |! 


and the avails thereof to be applied exctusiv -ly to the im- | 
provement of the navigauon of the Embarrass river, \ 


On motion of Mr. SNYDER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into | 
the expediency of creating ports of entry and delivery at 
Chicago, Alton, and Cairo, in the Siate of Llinois. 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, | 
it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
investigate the accounts of McNary Harris, as late quarter- 


master and acting commissary of subsistence to Colonel 
Benjamin Snodgrass’s regiment of Alabama volunteers in 
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sin mining district, praying for a redress of grievances, be || taken place since the Ist of October, 1837. 


January 28, 
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referred to the Secretary of the Treasury; and that he be | annexed. Ivis 


requested to direct the attorney of the ‘Territory of Wiscon- 
sin to investigate the matters alleged in the petition, and 


report the facts and evidence to this House at its next ses- | 


Sion. 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, it 
was 


1. Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for a road from Burlington, on the Mississippi 


| river, through the counties of Des Moines, Henry, and Van 


Florida, and of making provision for the payment of the 


same, if found correct. 


On motion of Mr. HARRISON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into Wwe expediency of making three 
additional land districts in the Sune of Missourt; that they 
further inquire into the expediency of providing by law tor 
prospective preémptions, 


On motion of Mr. YELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of making Curther pro- 
visions for the claimants to military bounty lands; either 
setting apart a portion of the public land, orto authorize the 
issuing Of scrip to satisfy all such claims. 


On motion of Mr. YELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of so amending the 
act of the 7th of July, 1838, establishing the western land 


district in the State of Arkansas, as to carry into effect the | 


provisions of the said act forthwith. 


On motion of Mr. DOWNING, it was 


1. Resolved, That the Coinmittee on the Territories be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 


salaries of the keeper of the public archives in Pensacola | 


and St. Augustine, im Florida. 

2. Resolved, ‘That the Commitice on Roads and Canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating 
a sum of money to repair the miliary road trou Jacksou- 
ville to Newnansville, in Fiorida, 


Mr. DOWNING moved the following resolu- | 


tions; which were read, and laid on the table one 
day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby 
is, instructed to communicate to this House, at the earliest 
day practicable, all the information iu his Department re 
specting the disposition which has been made of such negro 
and other property as has been captured trom the hostile 
Indians in the course of the present war in Florida, and the 
means (if any) whieh were adopted to ascertain whether 


any portion of the property so captured belonged to, or was | 


claimed by, inhabitants of Florida; and whether a tair or 


reasonable opportunity was affurded to said inhabitants to | 
prefer claims, aud show their right of ownership to such | 


eaptured property; and whether all negroes and other cap- 
tured property, owned or claimed by citizens oF Florida, 
were surrendered to the Owners and claimants; or so be- 


stowed as to secure to said claimants and Owners a proper | 


protection oi their rights and interests ; and whether or not 


any bargain or arrangement was made by the Government, | 


or its officers, with the Creek [ndians, or others employed 
to aid in the prosecution of the war against the Seminoles, 


by which said Creeks, or others, have been allowed, either | 


by themselves or agents, to take possession of, and appro- 


priate to theirown use and profit, any negroes or other cap- | 
tured property, and if so, to what exteut such bargain has 


been permitted to operate, and what amount of uegro and 
other property has, under its provisions or conditions, been 


placed at the disposal of said Creeks, or others, and what | 


portion of the property so placed is owned o1 claimed by 
citizens of Florida, 


2. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be also instructed | 


to ascertain aud report to Congress, atthe earliest day prac 
ticable, the names of all persons (not in dhe line of the reg- 
ular Army or of the volunteers or militia) who have been 


in the course of the present year in Florida, impres-ed into | 


the service of the United States, or otherwise employed as 
guides, interpreters, or pack horse men 3; and what portion, 
if any, of the persons so employed were slaves, owned or 
claimed by citizens of Florida; at what rate of compensa- 
lion they were held in service, and whether such race of 
compensation has been paid; and if so, whether it was 
paid to the owners or claimants of such slaves; and if not 
paid to them, to whom, and by what authority, was it paid 
to persons other than such owners or claimant~. 

“And be it resolved, That the Secretary of War be further 
instructed to furnish at the same time to this House copies 
of all such correspondence as may have taken place be- 
tween his Department and the officers trom time to time in 
command of the military forces engaged in the war in Flor- 
ida; and also all such as may have occurred between his 
Department and any of the citizens of Florida on the sub- 
ject of negro or other property lost by them in the war, and 
e-peci iy such as relates to property recaptured from hos- 
til: Indians. 


On motion of Mr. CRARY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following mail routes in Michigan: From 
Ann Arbor to Springville, by Manchester; from Lafayette 
to South Haven; from Jefferson to Grand River Road, by 
Oneida; from Fort Gratiot to White Rock; from Romeo 
to Saginaw Road, by Qrien; from Lapeer to Lower Sagi- 
naw ; from Lapeer to White Rock ; trom Saginaw to the 
mouth of the Muskingum; from Port Huron to Ionia, 


On motion of Mr. DOTY,it was * 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Buren, to the Indian agency in the Territory of lowa. Also, 
into the expediency of making an appropriation for the sur- 
vey and examination, with a view to the improvement of 
the navigation of, Skunk river, in said Territory. 

2. Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of giving the judges 


of the supreme court of lowa Territory the same salaty as 
those of Wisconsin; and also into the expediency of so 
amending the organic law of the said Territory as to require 
the Governor thereof to return to tue Legislative Assembly 
all bills by them passed, of which he may have refused his 
approval; and so that, on passing such bills by a majority 


ot two thirds, they shall become laws, subject, however, to | 


be disapproved by Congress. 

3. Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
communicate to this House the report of the commis- 
siouer appointed to survey and wark the boundary line be- 
tween Missouri and Lowa. 


On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, of North Car- 
olina, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 


inform this House why the volunteers from the State of | 


North Carolina were not paid when discharged for the ser- 
vices rendered, for the clothing and equipments furnished 
by thetaselves, and the time spent in the service of the 
United States during the year 1838, while ordered into the 
Cherokee nation; bow long after their discharge, and in 
what kind of funds, were they paid off; and what portion 
of said troops are not yet paid, and the reasons which exist 
for such non payment. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter | 


from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a communication from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, containing information 
called for by the House on the 14th of January 
instant, connected with the issue of scrip on Vir- 
ginia military land warrants; which letter was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, made in obedience to the order of the House 
of the 11th of January instant, calling for an ac- 
count of defaleations by receivers and collectors 


or other depositaries of public money, since the | 
| Ist of October, 1837; and the amount that has | 


been paid, or that remains unpaid, from default- 
ers, as set forth in the report of the 17th of Jan- 
_uary, 1838; as, also, the correspondence touching 

defalcations of receivers and collectors since the 
Department furnished document No. 297 at the 


last session of Congress; which report was laid | 


on the table. 
The report is as follows: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 


| January 28, 1839. 


Sin: This report is submitted in compliance 


[louse of Representatives, on the 1]th instant: 


** Resolved, 'That the Secretary of the Treasury report to 
| this Honse— 


other depositaries of the public moneys, have taken place 
since the Ist of October, 1837; the names of the defaulters, 
and when and where it took place, and whatamount. — , 

2. What amount has been paid, or what balances ap- 
pearing due from defaulters in the report of the 17th of Jan- 
uary last, have been adjusted and reduced; and that he be 
required to report to this House all the correspondence 
touching defaleations of receivers and collectors of the pub- 
lic money sinee the Department furnished document No. 


| 297." 


Under the organization of this Department the 
duties of the office of Secretary of the Treasury 
are chiefly of an administrative character. The 
| accounting officers are appointed to determine the 
liabilities or indebtedness of individuals to the 


} 


The Comptroller and Solicitor of the Treasury 


faulters when ascertained; and hence, in answer- 
ing the first head of inquiry, as was done in an- 
swering a similar call made in October, 1837, I 
| have requested the Comptroller to furnish from 
' his books a tabular statement of the information 

desired under the first head. That statement has 

been revised by the Solicitor, and contains the 
| names, times, and amounts of the supposed ‘‘de- 
| faleations by receivers and collectors, or other 


with the following resolution, adopted by the | 


‘© 1, What defaleations by receivers and collectors, or | 


United States, and in settling matters of account, | 
are made, by law, independent of the Secretary. | 


also cause prosecutions to be commenced for de- || 


Fewer of these cases are likely to be mere 
nominal defaults than in the other document ry. 
ferred to, (No. 111,) as that embraced aq period 
of nearly half a century, and it was not Possible 

for the Comptroller to be acquainted critically 
with many of the cases. Nor does the preser, 
resolution use the same broad language on this 
| subject as that of October, 1837. That called for 
|| the names of those collecting and deposit officers 
| in default to the Government.”? But this re. 
'| quests a list of all recent ** defalcations” amone 
| such agents. The first description includes of. 
cers whose accounts are unsettled on the books 
|| whether from accident, death of the party, info;. 
‘| mality in vouchers, or actual indebtedness. Py; 
'| the latter term is usually employed in a more ro. 
|| stricted sense than the former, and generally jp. 
| cludes only such cases as are supposed to consist 
af real culpable indebtedness of public officers after 
| being legally required to make payment. 
| It 1s difficult for the Comptroller to discriminate 
|| between these two classes of cases on the books, 
| when they are so numerousand of such long stand. 
|, Ing; and in order to prevent misapprehension, 
| and a fyjlure to give all the information which 
|| was desired, the nominal defaults and amounts, 
| before as well as since October 1, 1837, have, in 
| both statements, been arranged by him in one 
_column, and the supposed amounts of the real 
indebtedness, unpaid and withheld, so far as 
known in the accounting offices, have been append- 
| ed in notes and in another eolumn of remarks, 
| The amounts believed to be secured, or not due 
', In several cases, will also appear in the notes and 
' remarks attached to both of the statements. 
'| The result of the present exhibit is, that since 
|| October 1, 1837, no case of defalcation, except 
| that of the late collector at New York, explained 
| already in a special communication, is known to 
|, have occurred among the whole number of collect- 
| ors of duties, amounting to more than one hun- 
| dred, and that only nine nominal defaults, among 
|| near seventy receivers, have happened, and most 
| of those of small amount, and all of them are be- 
| 


lieved to be well secured. 

2. The next inquiry is, ‘* what amount has 
been paid, or what balances appearing due from 
defaulters in the report of the 17th January last, 
1838, have been adjusted and reduced.’’ Other 
tabular statements on this subject are annexed, 
prepared by the Comptroller, and revised by the 
Solicitor. They show the amounts since paid, 
and by whom; whether in full or in part; and 
the further amounts in several cases, supposed to 
be secured. A previous statement has been pre- 
|| pared in the Comptroller’s and Register’s offices, 
|| and sent to the Senate, in answer to a resolution 
| of that body, which, in each ease of collectors 
| duties, exhibits likewise the amount of ailow- 
; ances claimed, which are known to have been 
| offered and suspended. A similar one as to re- 
|| ceivers is in the course of preparation. 

‘| Besides proper deductions on these accounts, 
| it is believed, from inquiry and observation, that 
| since the year 1789 near twenty per cent. of the 
|| balances in the cases of collectors and receivers 
| has, by death and accidents, not been presented 
| and allowed on the books, though, on a full ex- 
|| amination, they might be with justice, were all 
| the facts thoroughly known. 

| In concluding the remarks on this branch of 
| the resolution, it deserves special notice, that by 
| the Comptroller’s statement it appears that, nol- 
withstanding the pressure of the times, from 4 
‘third to half a million, or $426,807, have been 
collected, secured, or reduced, in little more than 
a year, from the balances against this class of 
officers, who were nominally in default previous 
to October, 1837. : 

| _ Suspended vouchers exist against the remain- 
|| der to the amount of near $400,000 in the. case 
|| of collectors, and to a large amount not yet as- 
| certained in that of receivers. It would seem 
also, that twenty cases out of about one hundred 
j and seventy in all, have been entirely paid, oF 
| 


} 


more than one ninth of the whole number, and 
‘that several have, besides, been much reduced in 
/amount, and many others fully secured. 
| The Comptroller has not considered the de- 
| faults of the banks as coming within this part of 
| the resolution; but the payments made by them 


Resolved, That the petition of inbabitants of the Wiscen- || depositaries of the public money,’’ which have || since October, 1837, on the balances in efault, 


. 
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have been reported to the House of Representa- 
tives at the present session, in answer to another 
resolution, €xcept as respects the old cases of 
many years’ standing, and which remain not very 
materially altered, 

8, The last part of the resolution requests ** the 

correspondence touching defalcations of receivers 
and collectors of the public money since the De- 
oartment furnished document No. 297.”’ 
‘This portion of the call is presumed to extend 
only to the correspondence which is in my own 
office; otherwise, a difficulty would exist in an- 
swering it early, similar to that which occurred 
in the document No. 111, as it would require a 
transcript of almost the whole records of the office 
of the Solicitor of the Treasury, during the period 
specified, and which, though able to be given with- 
outmach delay inany particularcase, might not, in 
all cases on record, be completed seasonably. The 
present call may likewise be presumed to extend 
to the correspondence in my own office, received 
xs well as sent, Since the request ts for all ** cor- 
respondence touching defalcations.”’ 

ut none of the letters received, offering rea- 
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sons for irregularities and delays in several in- | 


stances, Were given in document No. 297, because 
that resolution was confined to * letters written 
by” this Department. Another difference is, that 
the correspondence now called for and submitted 
relates to defalcations alone, while the request in 
document No. 297 was for all the letters written 
by the Department, as to ** omissions to comply 
with the laws and regulations established for their 
government and other irregularities,’’ as well as 
defalcations. It deserves notice that very little, if 
any, of the correspondence then or now submit- 
ted, relates to defalcations after they have been as- 
certained by the accounting officers, or after they 
appear on the appropriate books in their charge. 
In that stage of the case, if letters are written, 
they are coufined chiefly to the Comptroller’s and 
Solicitor’s offices, where all defaults are generally 
investigated and prosecuted. The reasons for any 
previous correspondence are briefly these: it some- 


certained on the books of the Comptroller, suspi- 
cions are excited in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, by letters received, or other inform- 





; - 
would often prove to be undeserved, would oper- | 
ate at times oppressively, and add nothing to 
eventual safety Nor could they in any respect 
be beneficial compared with that increased sever- 
ity in the law which has so frequently been ree- 
ommended, and is so desirable in a moral as well 
us fiscal view, for punishing defaults after they 
are clearly ascertained. 

During these preliminary inquiries, it is cus- 
tomary for the Department to keep the President 
advised of their progress,so that if the correspond- 
ence terminates unfavorably, the officer found 
guilty of a deliberate wrong, if not in the mean 


time resigning, may be promptly removed - the || 


appointing power, without waiting for a defalca- | 
tion to appear by the quarterly settlements, The 
President is in a habit of doing this when fully 
satisfied that the default has been willful, and that 
the money will not be paid over in conformity to 
instructions, and without a suit and its accom- 
panying cost and delays. All the correspond- 
ence in such cases may be considered as ‘* touch- 
ing defalcations,’’ and therefore in this report, as 
well as in document No. 297, has been given in 
all cases where the supposed defaleations turned 
out in the en@ to be real. If in either instance 
this has been doing more than was necessar\, it 
was cousidered better to furnish everything that 
could possibly be embraced within the resolution, 
than to omit anything pertinent, 

sutin neither instanee has such correspond - 
ence with ‘other depositaries ’’ been given, 


| though very extensive, with the deposit banks in 


default, because other depositaries ave omiued to 


| be specified in this branch of the resolution ewhich 


they expressly enumerated in the first branch 
of it. 

Since the document No. 297, no correspondence 
by this office with any collector, except the late 
ofe at New York, and none with any receiver, 
except in six cases, has taken place where the | 
party appeared, in the end, to have been guilty of 
a defalcation to any amount whatever. When 


| other cases of defalcations have been detected, 
times happens that, before defaults are legally as- || 


they have been, as is customary, ascertained by 


| the accounting officers at the regular settlements, 
/and all communications concerning them have 


ation from third persons, or by delays and irreg- | 


ularities in complying with orders or regulations 


of the Department. These last happen weekly, if | 


not daily, in such a widespread country, parts 
of itso new and remote as is much of ours, and 


with such a vast number of officers connected with | 
the collection, keeping, and disbursing of great | 


amounts of public money. It would, then, seem 
prudent, or at least it is vigilant and useful, not 
to wait for the quarterly settlements in the ac- 
counting offices to ascertain the fact whether a cul- 
pable default has happened or not, but to cause 
an inquiry into the subject, informally, before- 
hand. In such cases, therefore, this Department 
has of late years, if not always, been in the habit 
of inmediately addressing letters of inquiry and 


of advice concerning informalities, irregularities, | 


and any acts of a doubtful character. By the re- 
ples obtained—sometimes quick, though often 
tardy, being from great distances, and some new 
regions where the mails are unfrequent, occasion- 


ally irregular, and the returns slower than from | 


some foreign countries—it has at times, before 
the accounts were quarterly settled in the proper 
offices, succeeded in discovering whether a real 
defalcation existed or not, and whether the money 
apparently due could not be obtained without the 
expense and delay of a suit. 

Not seldom, however, such correspondence is 
from necessity protracted through several months, 
and then terminates, sometimes in the removal 
of all suspicion of wrong, sometimes in a satis- 
factory payment of the money in doubt, some- 
times ina correction of all irregularities or in- 
formalities, and sometimes in a conviction that 
there has been a willful default. 

_ Hence this practice has operated usefully. It 
18 courteous, as would scem proper, towards 


public officers not yet legally shown to be in de- | 


been had with those officers or the Solicitor. In 
some few instances, when doubt arose, and the 
correspondence has, from abundant caution, been 
instituted in this office before the quarterly settle- 
ments took place, it has resulted in satisfactory 
explanations; and no real defalcation is known 
or believed to have occurred, In one case the 
investigation has not yet terminated; conse- 


| quently, copies of neither of these last are sup- || 


posed to be required under the present resolution. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVi WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hon. J. K. Pour, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. | 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, January 29, 1839. 
Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of Dr. 


Chapin, Andrew Rothwell, and George Wood, 
in behalf of the trustees of Columbian College, 


| in the District of Columbia, praying permission 


_ to sell a portion of the city lots granted to that 


| institution by Congress, for the purpose of rais- 
| ing money to defray the expense of certain pro- 


fault, and it is conducive to the public security, | 


by leading, frequently, to more 


‘nder a system of greater harshness in ascertain- 


ing defaults, by presuming their existence on_ 
slighter grounds, and before tested by the quar- 


terly settlements, more removals from office, and 
More frequent suits, would take place; but they 


pee payments. | 


ti 
1 
{| 

| 


fessorships; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Thomas 


| Brown, praying for a pension; which was referred 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of James 
B. Sullivan, of Louisiana, praying confirmation 
of his title to a tract of land; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented a communication from 
the Secretary of War, asking for an appropria- 
tion for the removal of the Swan creek and Black 
river Chippewas; which was referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the remonstrance of sun- 


| dry citizens of Wisconsin, against the passage of 
| any act to grant titles to land held under floats in 


the town of Milwaukee; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, 
Mr. L. presented some additional papers in 
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| support of the claim of Ashbel Mason; which 
| were referred to the Committce on Private Land 
Claims, 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of George 

P. Willis and others, who, desiring to emigrate 

to the Oregon territory, ask for grants of land, 
and that protection of the Government may be 
| extended to their setuement; which was laid on 
| the table. 
| Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Mary 

Helena America Vespucci,a young lady of Flor- 
| ence, descendant of the celebrated Americus Vea- 
puceius, one of the renowned navigators of the 
fifteenth century,and whose name this continent 
bears. 

Mr. B. said, this petition states the reason 
which has induced, or rather constrained, this 
young lady to leave her own country and to seek 
an asylum in the United States; it also states her 
| reasons for making the requests which the peti- 

tion contains for the rights of ciuzenship and a 
| grantofland. He would pass the petition to the 
table, and asic that it might be read by the Secre- 
| tary. : 
| ‘Lhe petition was then read by the Seeretary. 

Mr. B. said that the petition which had just 
| been read, or rather translated by the Secretary, 
| for it was in the French language, was entirely 
the composition of the petitioner herself. He bad 
seen itin the first draft, and bad recommended 
| that nothing, in point of form even, should be 
aliered, and that the petitioner should present her 
own case in her own language It was not pre- 
| cisely in the style of petitions drawn up by our own 
ciuzens; but what it lacked in parliamentary for 
| it might make up in the more essential qualities 
| of precision and simplicity. The young lady had 
| certainly presented her case delicately and power- 
| fully. She touched with brevity and with feeling 
| the events and circumstances which had thrown 
her upon this continent, and brought her to solicit 
the aid of the Congress of theUnited States. Polit- 
ical reasons had caused her to withdraw from her 
own country, and in that respect she stood ona 
footing with others who had heretofore received 
| the friendly aid of this Government. She did not 
| go into a detail of these political reasons—deli- 
| cacy of feeling, and the brevity of a petition pre- 
| 


| venting it; but they were known to history, and 
| might be verified by those who should be charged 
with the inquiry, She was the descendant of one 
of those renowned. navigators—old father mari- 
ners, as she felicitously terms them—whose cour- 
age, skill, and enterprise illustrated and illumin- 
ated the fifteenth century, and, in the course of a 
| few years,changed the face of the world. She was 
| the descendant, and bore the name, of that one of 
these patriarchal mariners who christened the 
New World with his own appellation, and caused 
us tv» be called Americans. She inherits the blood 
of that Americus Vespuccius whose name has 
rested for three centuries and a half upon this quar- 
ter of the globe, and which will remain upon it 
forever. She does not call him the discoverer, but 
| the christener and baptiser of the New World. 


|| She is now without a country, without protec- 
\| tion, without fortune; and she asks for a corner 


| in that land which bears the name of her family, 
| and for the right of citizenship among those who 
| wear the title of Americans, 
| 
i 
| 





Mr. B. said it was due to the young lady her- 
self, it would go far towards presenting her ina 
| proper point of view before the Senate, that he 
should say that, before her arrival in this city, 
before he had seen her, or heard anything from 
her, her name was mentioned to him ly the 
French Minister, (Mons. de Pontois,) who stated 
that she might have some request to make of the 
Government, and asked if he would take charge 
of her application. I readily agreed to his re- 
quest, convinced that a Minister of France could 
ask nothing of an American Senator which it 
would be unbecoming in himto do. [| agreed to 
present the petition of the young lady before I 
‘saw her. Ido not repent of that undertaking. 
She has now been in this city for some weeks; 
she has become acquainted with many besides 
myself; and now, after this appearance among us, 
and after opportunities for knowledge, and time 
for forming opinions, | comply with my under- 
taking, and present her petition—present it, not 
as a matter of form, and mn discharge of an obli- 
gation, but with good will and good wishes for 
i he petitioner. 
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At present, we have nothing to do but to com- | 
mit the petition. The subject-matter of it does 
not particularly or exclusively refer itself to any 
one of our standing committees; but as the main 
application is for a grant of land, and as similar 
petitions heretofore from Europeans, exiled for 
political opinions, have been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, I shall move a similar 
reference in this case, and that the petition be 
printed in French and English. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, suggested that there 
was one part of the petition which referred itself 
to another committee than that on the public 
lands, and that was the part praying for the rights | 
of citizenship. He would suggest, therefore, that | 
that part of the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON accepted the modification sug- | 
gested by Mr. C.; me the first part of the peti- 
tion, asking for a grant of land, was referred to | 
the Committee on Public Lands; while the part 
asking for the rights of citizenship was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported, without amendment, the bill 
for the relief of the Louisville Savings Institution. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Archibald H. 
Hunter. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration | 
of the petition of Abraham Cunningham; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the 

tition of the legal representatives of Elihu Hall 
Ser reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported— 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
State of Louisiana; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of William | 
Conway; and 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Barbour; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a sec- | 
ond reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on | 
Patents and the Patent Office, reported a bill in 
addition to an act to promote the useful arts; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, to which was referred the memorial of | 
Towns and others, citizens of New York, | 
for the abolition of the duty on foreign coal, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, | 
to which was referred the memorial of Thomas 
Glascock, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims; which was 
agreed to. ? 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of —— Rogers, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 








BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ROANE, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of the 
widow and heirs of the late Lewis Grant David- 
son; which was read twice, and referred to the | 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


RESOLUTIONS, 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted a resolution call- 
ing upon the Secretary of the Treasury for cer- 
tun papers in relation to the claim of Charles J. 
Catlett; which was considered and agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a resolu- 
tion, directing an oe into the propriety of | 
compensating William Wall for a horse lost in 
the public service; which was adopted. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; | 
which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, Tat the Secretary of State be requested to | 
send to the Senate a copy of the report of the commission. | 


ers appointed to run the southern boundary line of the Ter- | 
ritery of lowa, : 


sake : . . | 
_ Mr. KING submitted the following resolution; | 
which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- | 
sirucied to inquire into the expediency of authorizing pat_ | 
ents to issue in the name of the assignee or assignees of | 
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such persons whose names shall appear upon the list of 
reservees, returned by the United States agent for the Choc- 
taws, as entitled to reservations under the fourteenth arti- | 
cle of the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw Indians: Pro- 
vided, The assignment shall be, in all respects, regular; and 
satisfactory proof shal) be made of the fairness of the con- 
tract to purchase, and the payment of the purchase money. 


REPEAL OF SALT DUTY. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the leave osha by 
him to introduce a bill to repeal the duty on salt, | 
and the fishing bounties and allowances dependant 
thereon. 

A debate then ensued, in which Messrs. WIL- 
LIAMS of Maine, BENTON, DAVIS, BUCH- 
ANAN, NILES, and RUGGLES, took part. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table; which motion was negatived—yeas 
12, nays 24; as follows: : 

VEAS— Messrs. Calhoun, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Nicholas, Norvell, Ruggles, Southard, 
Tallmadge, and Williams of Maine—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Al- | 
abama, Clay of Kentucky, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, | 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tipton, Wall, White, Wil- 
liams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—24. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 29, 1839. 


On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, of Massachu- 
setts, and by unanimous consent, the bill for the 


relief of Winslow Lewis was read a third time || 


and passed. 
MAIL STATISTICS. 


Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 
communicate to this House, on the earliest convenient day 
of the next session, the distance of mail routes established 
by law in the whole United States, and the distance in each 
State and Territory, the number of miles the mails may 
have been transported in the United States and in each of 
said States and ‘Territories during the current year, the av- 
erage cost per mile, and the aggregate cost in the same ; and 
the amount received for postages in each State and Terri- 
tory, and the whole amount paid to postmasters for their 
services during the same period. That he also be directed | 
to report the whole number of letters carried in the mail 
during the said period, charged with postage, designating 
the number under each denomination of postage, and the 
amount of postage on each class, the amount charged on 
newspapers, pamphlets, and periodicals, and the number of 
free Jetters carried during the same period. That said 
Postmaster General be further directed to state what, in his 
opinion, would be the effect upon the revenues of the De 
partment, by establishing the following tariffof postages on 
letters, viz: On letters carried eighty miles and under, five 
cents; over eighty and not exceeding two hundred miles, 
ten cents; over two hundred and not exceeding four hun- 
dred miles, fifteen cents; over four hundred miles, twenty 
cents; and to state what other tariff, fixing the rates in 
Federal money, and having in view the greatest reduction 
consistent with the necessary means of the Department, if 
any, in his opinion would be more just than the above. 
And that he also state what alterations, if any, may be inade 
in the present rates of postages on newspapers, pamphiets, 
and periodicals, so as to promote the circulation of inform- 
ation, without detriment to the revenue of the Department. | 
That he report a plan for putting up and regulating boxes 
in post offices in large towns; and that he also be directed 
to submit a plan for regulating the transmission of letters 
between this and foreign countries. 


REPORTS FROM A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the committee of | 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for preventing and suppressing Indian 


hostilities for the year 1839. 
Also, with an amendment, Senate bill supple- 
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mentary to the act establishing the Mint of the |, 


United States. 

Also, a bill to repeal the proviso of the second 
section of an act approved the 3d of March, 1837, 
which authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 
to compromise the claim of the United States 
against certain banks. [Itrelatestothe Alleghany 
Bank of Pennsylvania. ] 

The bill, on Mr. C.’s motion, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 


CHEROKEE QUESTION. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that, in the report 
he submitted a few days ago on the state of the 
finances, there was contained a document furn- 
ished by the Indian department, containing astate- 
ment which was correct; but there was a note 
appended to it which was incorrect, and did injus- 
tice to two members of the House, | Messrs. Ever- | 
ert and Bett,} and he was instructed by the | 
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| Committee of Ways and Means to move that that 
part of the report be corrected, by striking there. 
from the passage referred to. ; 

Mr. MERCER moved to lay the motion on the 
table, but subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr. EVERETT explained his course oy th, 
Cherokee question, to show that the note referred 
to had done him two-fold injustice, though j¢ 
was not very solicitous about it. 7 

Mr. BIDDLE moved to commit the motion, so 
that the report might be amended in other partic. 
ulars, especially in reference to that part of jt 
which reviewed the pension system, and went oy 
to reply to the argument of the report on this and 
other subjects. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made a brief explana- 
tion in reply. 

Mr. PICKENS expressed ltis gratification that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania had come out 
thus early in opposition to the principles of this 
report—a document to which Mr. P. gave his 
most cordial and hearty support. He rejoiced 
that the Committee of Ways and Means had 
thrown out such a document, and would to God 
that an issue could be made upon it before the 
-_people of this country; and he took that occasion 
to say, that let any party act upon the principles 
of this report, and they may always rely upon 
his open and unqualified support; no matter 

| where they came from, whether from the North, 
_the South, or the middle section of this country, 
| It isa report congenial to the. spirit and genius 
| of our institutions, and purely republican in all 
its sentiments and propositions; and he desired 
| to see the test vote upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, and hoped that vote 
would be understood as a vote which was to 
range parties upon the questions touched upon 
in that report. . 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania had con- 
demned the reference to the tariff in the report. 
In this, Mr. P. thought the committee had acted 
wisely; for was there a gentleman upon that floor, 
was there a tyro in politics, who did not know 
that, at this very moment, parties were organiz- 
ing in this country with a view to meet the crisis 
which would come on in 1842, when the compro- 
mise act would expire? They all knew it, and 
the committee acted honestly and judiciously in 
meeting the question in advance. Why, the 
measures of this very Congress, remote as they 
would seem to be, will have an important bearing 
on it. Exhaust your Treasury, vote away all the 
public money upon profligate schemes of appro- 
priation, and you will be compelled either to issue 
Treasury notes or to borrow money. And what 
must inevitably follow? You must increase your 
| taxes on imports; you must raise the tariff. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has attacked the 
principles of the report upon these points; he has 
indicated his course; he has even quoted the title 
to the first act passed under the Federal Consti- 
tution, to prove that protection to manufactures 
was coeval with our Government, &c.; but yet, 
| forsooth, the gentleman protests against his com- 

mitting himself upon this point. He may quote 

the titles to all your first acts, to prove the con- 
| stitutionality Piste tariffs, but such quotations 
| would fail to convince him,(Mr.P.) They would 

fail to show that they were congenial! with the 
first principles of the Sanstienon Yet he would 
not discuss these points at present; he would a 
| say that he should rejoice to shiver a lance with 
| the gentleman, on these subjects, at the proper 
time; and he was proud to say that he should 
have to meet in this conflict the shield of even 4 
Knight Templar. 

The principles of this report (added Mr. P.) 
are the principles of reform and retrenchment, 
which seem to be the popular doctyines of the 
day. Now he wanted to see who are the gentle- 
men prepared to do their lip service to the goddess 
of reform, and to bow down and worship, 1 
their hearts, profligacy and recklessness of eX- 
penditure. Vote appropriations, as you have 
done heretofore, with an utter disregard to the 
condition of the Treasury, and you will be com- 

elled to issue Treasury notes or borrow money. 
He repeated, in conclusion, that he desired to see 

arties ranged under the principles of that report. 
It was a noble document, and the party whic 
took its stand upon it would risk much at first, 
but would triumph in the end. We were now 
about to take a new latitude and departure, and 
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he desired to see the other side come out. Mr. 
p. rejoiced that the gentleman had made his mo- 
tion, and again expressed a hope thatit would be 
considered as a test question. 

The orders of the day were then proceeded to. 


SEMINOLE INDIANS. 


Mr. EVERETT, on leave, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill to provide 
for the location and temporary support of the 
Seminole Indians removed from Florida. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House | 


went into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Banks in the chair,) on 
the appropriation bills; and, on motion of the 
former gentleman, they were taken up in the fol- 
lowing order: _ 

The bill making appropriations for the payment 
of revolutionary and other pensioners for the year 
1839, was considered and ordered to be reported 
without amendment. 

The bill making appropriations for the protec- 
tion of the northern frontier of the United States 
was amended; and, after a brief discussion be- 
tween Messrs. CAMBRELENG, BELL, GAR- 
LAND of Louisiana, and BRONSON, was or- 
dered to be reported to the House. 


and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
the various Indian tribes, for the year 1839, was 
amended in a few particulars, and laid aside. 

The bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the naval service for the year 1839, was 
amended, and laid aside. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year 1839, was taken up; 


and after some amendments, moved by Mr. | 


CAMBRELENG, had been agreed to, 
Mr. CRARY moved to strike out the follow- 
ing clause: 


“ For taxes on the Passyunk arsenal, near Philadelphia, 
| 


for the year 1839, $785 50.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the Uni- 
ted States had never yet acquired jurisdiction over 
this property from the State. 

Mr. CRARY. Then that offers an additional 
reason for the motion, and an irresistible one 
why an arsenal should be removed altogether, 
over which they could not claim jurisdiction. 

Mr. MALLORY hoped the motion would pre- 
vail, for this charge was the only instance of the 
kind in the whole country. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr.CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, complained 
of the reduction made in this bill of the item of 
$300,000 for the national armories, from $360,000, 
which had been appropriated in former years. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, moved to add the 
sum of $60,000 to the item, and advocated his 
amendment. 

Theamendment was briefly opposed by Messrs. 
CAMBRELENG and PETRIKIN, 

Mr. PRATT was understood to be in favor of 
the amendment, and in the course of his remarks 
deprecated the principles urged by some, that the 
Government should manufacture for itself, instead 
of having her arms procured by means of private 
contracts. He contended that the Government 
had cares enough to occupy its various depart- 
ments, without increasing them by becoming a 
great manufacturer, and showed that, so far as 
the economy of the matter was concerned, it re- 
sults greatly to its advantage to have all its arms 


made by contract. There would not be that strict | 


regard to economy in labor, in establishments 


owned by the Government, as all experience con-_ 
clusively showed, as is used by private*individ- | 
uals; hence their ability to manufacture for the | 
Government at a less rate than it could possibly | 


be done by any other system it might invent or 
put in operation. 


He was in favor of exciting a just competition | 


among the mechanics. Let competition come in 
for its share. By creating this competition we 


excite among the mechanics a kind of emulation, | 
which brings into requisition all their ingenuity, 
and causes developments and improvements in- 
mechanism, which otherwise might be dormant | 
and be lost to the world. He was opposed to this | 


principle of Government manufactures for other, 
and, he conceived, as weighty reasons. He said, 


Ee — — . ~ . - = : aa —— — 
| In warm party excitement the conflict would be | tion of sundry inhabitants of 
/ even carried into the Government work-shops. 


The party which might succeed would, in all 
probability, be induced to make political prefer- 


| ences, and would employ only those who might 


| discharge and a new selection. 


suit its political views; and thus, in the rise and 

fall of every Administration, we would withess a || 
He always || 
wished to see the mechanics of our country oc- | 
cupy the high and independent ground they now || 
stand upon, uninfluenced by the contaminating | 
rule of party. He never wished to see man’s | 


| labor so connected with the Government as to | 


| ical principles or party preferences. 1} 
| under the Constitution belong to the public, and 


| fare of the community. 


| sively to himself, and which he alone has the 


bias or control, in the remotest degree, his polit- | 
The offices || 
are not created or conferred upon individuals for || 
their peculiar benefit, but for the good and wel- || 
3ut as a man’s labor is 
his own private property, and belongs exclu- 


'right to guard and protect, therefore would he 


| to violate this sacred right. 


deprecate any state of things which would tend 
It was for these rea- 


sons that he was opposed to whatare called Gov- 


| ernment mechanics. 


Mr. P. said he was proud 


| to be a mechanic himself, and wished to protect 
| the interests of that worthy class of men, so far 


0 Fk || as his ability could have any influence. 
The bill making appropriations for the current 


Seliev- | 


| ernment to continue to purchase or contract for 


such arms as were necessary, he would vote for 


| the amendment, to continue the usual appropri- | 
| ation. | 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, obtained | 
the floor, and opposed the amendment; it was | 
further supported by Messrs. LENCOLN, MER- 


| CER, and CALHOUN of Massachusetts; when, 


| on dividing the committee, there were—ayes 55, 





| ury against disbursing agents of the Government, | 


nees 42; no quorum. ‘Tellers were ordered, and 


| the vote was announced—ayes 52, noes 54; still 
| no quorum. r 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the committee 
rose, and reported that fact to the Elouse. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved a call of 
the House; and, on dividing the House by tellers, 
there were—ayes 39, noes 78; still no quorum, 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. | 
Wenpnespay, January 30, 1839. 
A message was received from the President of 


| the United States, inclosing a communication | 


from the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject | 
of balances reported on the books of the Treas- | 
to which the President invites the attention of | 
Congress; and, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the doc- | 
uments were laid on the table, and ordered to be | 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a | 
report from the Secretary of War, in reply to the | 
resolution of the Senate of the 22d instant, in re- | 
lation to cannon and howitzers, inclosing a report | 


| from the colonel of ordnance on the subject. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, it was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of a/ 
number of citizens of Illinois, asking for a grant | 
of lands in Oregon Territory; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

| 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Samuel Raub, jr., relative to steam-boilers and | 
safety-valves, and at the same time presented some | 
additional documents showing new and valuable | 
improvements made by Mr. Raub in the steam 
engine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of the heirs 
of Pierre Marden, asking confirmation of title to | 
eight hundred arpens of land in Missouri; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land | 
Claims. | 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Gen- | 
eral Jacob Vroom, collector of the customs for | 
the district of Genesee, New York, praying for | 
the passage of a law to authorize the settlement | 
of his accounts on the principles of equity; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the peti- | 
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the Dubroca tract, 


/in the State of Alabama, on the subject of the 


titles to their lands; which was laid on the table. 

_Mr. YOUNG presented three petitions from 
citizens of Green county, Illinois, praying for the 
establishment of certain mail routes; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. ROANE presented a memorial of the cor- 
poration of the city of Washington; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. - WRIGHT, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill more effectually te 
secure public moneys inthe hands of officers and 


| agents of the Government, and to punish public 


defaulters; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
tice given, introduced a bill to allow a drawka k 
of duties on merchandise imported via Missouri 
to the provinces of Mexico; which was read twice, 


and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill from 


re j . || the [Louse for the relief of the Springfield Man- 
| ing, as he did, that it was a saving to the Gov- |} 


ufacturing Company, reported the same with an 
amendment; which was read. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
Committee on Public Lands was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Rich- 
ard Cogan. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask Jeave to introduce a bill making a 
grant of land in aid of certain internal improve- 
ments in Wisconsin. 

Mr. BENTON moved that three papers re- 
ceived from the Adjutant General’s office, show- 
ing the number of lives lost in the campaigns in 
Florida, be printed; which motion was agreed 
0. 

The bill from the House for the relief of Wins- 
low Lewis was read twice and referred. 

After a short time spent in executive business, 

The resolution submitted some days ago by 
Mr. Benton, calling upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury for a statement showing what would be 
the deficiency in the Treasury, had the bill for 
distributing the proceeds of the public lands, 
which was vetoed by President Jackson, become 
a law, was taken up; when 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved to lay it on the 
table. 

Mr. BENTON called forjhe yeas and nays on 
this motion; which, being ordered, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Knight, Merrick, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swit, Tallmadge, and White—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- 
bama Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nich- 
olas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Williams of Maine, Wil- 
liams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—23. 

The question then recurring on the adoption 
of the resolution, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 37, nay 1; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- 
hama, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Linn,,Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, Spence, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, White, Williams of Maine, 
Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—37. 

NAY—Mr. Smith, of indiana—1. 

The remaining resolutions on the table were 
then adopted. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. TIPTON, 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals, on 
the subject of the improvement of the harbor of 
Michigan City, was taken up; and after some re- 
marks from Messrs. KING, SEVIER, YOUNG, 
and NORVELL, was Iaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the amendments 
of the House to the bill to renew the patent of 
Thomas Blanchard, were taken up; and after 
some remarks from Messrs. DAVIS, BENTON, 
SEVIER, NILES, and STRANGE, were iaid 
on the table. 

REPEAL OF SALT DUTY. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the question on 
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granting leave to him to introduce a bill to repeal 
the duty on sali, was taken up; and after some re- | 
marks from Messrs. RUGGLES, SOUTHARD, | 
BENTON, WILLIAMS of Maine, and CAL- | 
HOUN, 4 

Mr. NORVELL said, that in voting, as he 
should, for granting leave to bring in this bill, he 
did not desire to be considered as committing 
himself as to his vote upon the bill itself. His | 
present impression was that he should go for an 
entire repeal of the duty upon galt, but against 
the abolition of the bounty to the fisheries. 


The question was then taken, and decided in || 


the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 19; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alabama, Ful- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, 





White. Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young —20. 
NAYS—Messre. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, 
Swift, Talimadge, Webster, and Williams of Maine—19. 
Leave having been thus given, the bill was then 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Fi- | 
nance. 
On motion of Mr. KING, the bill for the ben- | 
efit of the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Rail- 
road Compuny was taken up for consideration, 
and, after some explanatory remarks from Messrs. | 
KING and LUMPKIN, in explanation, it was 


ordered to be engrossed. . 1 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the bill for the | 
extension of time for paying duties on railroad | 
iron imported by the Alabama, Florida, and Geor- | 
gia Railroad Company was taken up for consid- 
eration, and, after an amendment extending the 
same privileges to the State of Iliimois, it was 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the joint reso- 
lution directing the manner in which errtain laws 
of the District are to be executed, was taken up. 

Mr. SEVIER was in favor of the object of the 
resolution, which provided for granting a pre- 
emption nght to a squatter on the public lands; 
but thought that the case was embraced by the 
preémpuon law of last session, and that the Com- | 
missioner of the General Land Office was au:hor- | 
ized to grant the desired relief. 

A long and amusing debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. MERRICK, ROANE, BUCHANAN, 
CLAY of Alavana, BENTON, and SEVIER 
participated; and the joint resolution was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wepnespay, January 30, 1839. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from Hon. Epwarp B. Uvsrer, communicating | 
the resignation of his seat as a member of the 
present Congress; which was laid on the table. 
REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House went | 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


the Union (Mr. Apams in the chair) on the Pres- 
ident’s annual message; the question immediately 


under consideration being ov the following reso- || 


Iniion, the twelfth of the series moved by Mr. | 


among appropriate committees: 


Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the 
questions ari ing out of the mandamus issued by the circuit 
court of the District of Columbia, at the refation of Btock- | 
ton and Stok«s, against the Postmaster General, be referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

' 


Mr. CRARY concluded his remarks in reply 
to Mr. Bett principally, and the Opposition gen- | 
erally, and which will be given hereafter. 

Mr. CLARK spoke for an hour and a half in | 


| 


explication of the course of the Conservatives. 
He coniended that the Whigs and Conservatives 
thought alike, and it was their duty to act alike. 
Ele denounced the doctrines embodied in the 
message of the President, at the extra session, as 
heterodox and damnable; and that he would not 
have voted for the Speaker, had that document 
been read previous to the election. He denied 
that the Administration had ever been in the ma- | 
jority in the House upen any great public meas- 
ure; that they were now in the minority, and | 
trusted in God that they ever would continue to | 
be so long as they attempted to carry out certain 
nieasures. 


} 
| 





ii 


a 1} 
Harwnes for the distribution of that document || 








Mr. MASON, of Virginia, disclaimed, so far 
as he and the Conservatives of the South were 
concerned, that the Whigs and Conservatives 
| had formed an alliance; and never could form an 
ialliance with the Whig party. He claimed to 
stand isolated from both the great political parties. 


get into power, the bank, the tariff, and internal 
| improvement by the General Government, would 
be their leading policy, which he, for one, could 

never advocute, Ele disclaimed the views of the 

gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cuarx,] not for 
| himself alone, but for all the Conservatives of 
the South. If the Whigs should get into power, 


|, and carry out the principles they entertain, 
vs Dia ~ . 4 i} ° ‘ ou ° 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, ‘| whether here or in Virginia, he would be in the 


| Opposition, 


The opinions of the leaders of the Whig party | 
were antipodes to those he held; and should they | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. THOMPSON obtained the floor, and on 


his motion the committee rose. 


! APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

The House then went into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Banks 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the appropriation hills. 

Mr. EVERETT, chairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, called up the bill appropriating 
$10,000 towards the expenses of providing a 
location for the Seminole Indians when removed; 
which was agreed to without umendmeut, and laid 
aside to be reported. 

Mr. BRONSON endeavored to have the bill 
amended which provides for the defense of the 
northern frontier; but bis amendment was pro- 


| nounced out of order. 


The committee, after some desultory conversa- 
tion about a clerk for the superintendent of the 
Western Territory, rose and reported the follow- 
ing bills; which were severally ordered to be en- 
grossed: 

A bill making appropriations for the payment 
of the rev lutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States for the year 1839. | 

A bill making an appropriation for the protec- 
tion of the northern frontier of the United States; 

A bill making appropriations for the current 


| and contingent expenditures of the Indian depart- 


ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes, for the year 1839; 
| A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
| vice for the year 1839; 
A bill to provide for the location and temporary 
support of the Seminole Indians removed from 
Florida. 


FALMOUTH AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 
Mr. MERCER asked the assent of the House 


| 


} 
| 


|| to take up the bill, which had been ordered to be 


| engrossed, entitled ‘*A bill giving the assent of 
Congress to an act of the General Assembly of 
Virginia, entitled * An act incorporating the Fal- 
| mouth and Alexandria Railroad.’ ” 


out of its order; whereupon, 


Mr. MERCER moved to suspend the rules for 


Mr. PETRIKIN objected to taking the bill up 


| that purpose; which motion the House agreed to. | 


The question was taken, and the bill was passed. 
VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was then taken 
| up and passed, viz: **A bill to repeal the second 
/ section of an act to extend the time for locating 
| Virginia military land warrants, and returning 
| surveys thereon to the General Land Office.’’ 

| 

| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing message from the President of the United | 


States: . 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


; 

| 

| 

| f transmit herewith a communication received from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, on the subject of the balances 
i 

' 

| 


leave to invite the early attention of Congress. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

January 28, 1839. . 
Also, acommunication from the Commissioner 

of the General Land Office, transmitting docu- 

| ments in relation to the marking of the southern 


bawedery line of the Territory of Iowa, from Al- |) 
a 


bert M. 


, Esq., the commissioner appointed to 
attend to the duty. 


| On motion of Mr. BRONSON, it was referred | 


to the Committee on Territories. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ January 3), 


Also, a communication from the Seerctary of 
War, transmitting a report from the Commie. 
sioner on Indian Affairs, the Quartermaster Gey, 
eral, and Commissary General of Subsisteyen 
inclosing the correspondence between these go. 

artments and General J. W. A. Sanford, in yo. 
ation to the supplies purchased by the officers og 
Government for the Creek Indians. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Louse then 
adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, January 31, 1839. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented a petition 
numerously signed by the citizens of Evansville, 
Indiana, praying Congress to establish a hospital 
at that place, 

The petition shows the fitness of Evansville as 
a point for a hospital for the benefit of the com. 
merce of the States of Illinois and Indiana jn 
striking manner. It states that over twenty thou- 
sand persons annually land at that point from the 
Ohio river, who reside in these States; that at leas: 
two thousand flat boats go out of the Wabash and 
White rivers, laden with produce for the lower 
markets, each year; that the number is rapidly 
increasing; that two thirds of the hands from 
these boats land, on their return, at that place, 
many of them bringing diseases from New Orleans 
and other places, which render them unable to 
proceed to their homes. 

Mr.S. said, on his motion, Evansville had been 
inserted in the resolution of inquiry on this sub- 
ject, as he was well satisfied of the necessity ofa 
hospital at that point. He asked that the peti- 
tion might be referred to the committee to which 
that resolution had been direcud. The petition 
was so referred. 

Mr. S. also presented a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of Indiana, praying aid in the 
construction of the New Albany and Mount Car- 
mel railroad, which, on his motion, was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER offered a joint resolution from 
the Legislature of Arkansas, on the subject of 
establishing the boundary line between Texas 
and this Government; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

A joint resolution from the same, asking for 
4n appropriation to complete the improvement of 
the Arkansas river; anda joint resolution from the 
same, asking for an appropriation to complete 
the road from the Mississippi river, opposite 
Memphis, to Little Rock; whieh were referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented the peti- 
tion of Dr. E. A. Theller, who stated that he was 
anative of [reland, and had been naturalized, and 
resides in this country; that he had joined in the 
expedition for the invasion of Canada, and had 
been taken prisoner; that he had been tried, and 
convicted A iegotedk- the latins charging the jury 
on his trial that his act of naturalization in this 
country was nulland of non-effect, and that no 
subsequent act could expatriate him from his ori- 
ginal allegiance. Under these circumstances, 
Dr. T. asks that Congress should take some 
action on the subject, which would define the 
rights of naturalized citizens. 

After some remarks from Mr. CLAY, of Ken- 
tucky, 

Mr. NORVELL said that the memorialist was 
a citizen of Michigan. He was an intelligent 
man, but an enthusiast in whatever related to 
human liberty. He had sent to him the counter- 
part of the memorial just presented. The facts 
in the memorial were as stated by the Senator 

from Kentucky. The memcrialist was a native 
of Ireland, but a naturalized citizen of the Uni- 
/ted States. In the early part of the past year, 


ces | he embarked in the struggle for Canadian liberty. 
| reported on the books of the Treasury, against collecting | 


and disbursing officers of the Government, to which I beg || 


He was capwured in the Upper Province of Can- 
ada, and taken to Toronto. There he was tried, 
condemned, and sentenced to execution on 4 
charge of high treason against the Queen ot 


| Great Britain. The chief justice of the Province, 


| who presided at the trial, instructed the jury that 
no subject of the kingdom could ever expatriate 
himself. Birth, and the residence of one hour 10 
the British. dominions, created a perpetual alle- 


_giance. From this allegiance the subject could 
never be exonerated, under any piea or pretense. 


‘ The memorialist owed his present safety from the 
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nalties of treason, to his escape from the cita- 
del of Quebec. ; 
These were the facts which gave rise to this 
emorial. Upon these facts, the memorialist ap- 
.als to Congress to adopt measures for the ad- 
ystment of this question of perpetual allegiance 


m 


claimed by Great Britain from all her native-born | 


subjects, and for the protection of all such sub- 
‘ects as have become, or may become, naturalized 
citizens of the United States. The subject was 
ceriainly one of great importance. The doctrine 
of perpetual allegiance, asserted by Great Britain, 
was an absurd relic of feudal barbarism. It was 
incompatible with the Constitution and laws of 
naturalization of the United States. .By those, 
British subjects may and do become American 
ciuzens. They are entitled, equally with our na- 
tive citizens, to protection in all their lawful pur- 
suits, wherever they may happen to be. ‘This 
Government was bound thus to protect them, in 
peace and in war. Mr. Madison, in the last war 
with Great Britain, steadily maintained this prin- 
ciple, resisted the claim of that kingdom to the 
perpetual allegiance of her subjects after they had 
become our citizens, and repeatedly intimated his 
determination to retaliate for every injury inflicted 
upon our naturalized citizens, captured as pris- 
oners of war, if they were punished on the ground 
of their being subjects, or if they were treated dif- 
ferently from other prisoners of war. The me- 
morialist was mistaken in supposing that the 
treaty of peace between this country and Great 
Britain recognized the right of that kingdom to 
the perpetual allegiance of her native-born sub- 
jects. No such expression is to be found in those 
treaties. Our revolutionary ancestors were all 
British subjects at one time. In separating from 
the mother country, they ceased to be her sub- 
jects. And how could they, in the treaty of peace 
which recognized them as a separate and inde- 
pendent nation, permit Great Britain to assert any 
clam to the perpetual allegiance of those who 
were born within the British realms ? 

No principle is more clear than that the natu- 
ralized citizens of the United States possess all the 
right, andare entitled to all the protection, which 
could be claimed by native citizens. No duty is 
more imperative upon the Government than that 
of affording equal protection to the naturalized as 
to the native citizen; and he had no recollection 
of any failure on the part of any Republic or 
any Administration to perform its duty in this 
respect. 

The cireumstances which had produced this 
memorial were peculiar, and had embarrassed any 
action which the Government might have been 
disposed to take on the subject. The memorialist 
had, in his zeal for the liberty of a foreign prov- 
ince not prepared to assert its own freedom, in- 
vaded that foreign province; had, wh a number 
of our native citizens, waged war upon the Brit- 
ish authorities, while his own country was at 
peace and amity with them, and had been cap- 
tured. He and his coadjutors had voluntarily, 
at least for a time, expatriated themselves. They 
had left their own country to engage in a foreign 
civil war. Now, in this situation, what right had 
our Government to exercise its power for their 
protection, except by way of friendly interposi- 
tion? If the memorialist had been taken while 
fighting the battles of his adopted country; if, 
without committing aggression upon the estab- 
lished Government of a foreign Power, he had, 
while passing through any part of its dominions, 
been taken on any pretext,’and tried for any of- 
fense not committed against the peace of that 
Power, and condemned on the claim of a perpet- 


ual allegiance from him, then this Government | 


would have been bound to interpose for his pro- 
tection, and would have protected him. As it 
was, the Executive acted with regard to him pre- 
cisely as it did with regard to native citizens cap- 
tured at the same time with him. It sent an agent 
to Toronto for the purpose of prevailing with the 
provincial authorities to release the prisoners; it 


made no distinction between the naturalized and | 
the native citizen. What more could it do, with- | 


out involving the nation in a war? It might have 


made a formal declaration that it would never rec- | 


ognize the principle of perpetual allegiance, as 
asserted in the trial and condemnation of the me- 
morialist. Itmight, as intimated by the Senator 
from Kentucky, have remonstrated against that 


barbarous principle; but if it had done so, the 


oentgreeneeann 


danger was, that he would have been forthwith | 


ordered to execution, for the very purpose of 
showing a determination practically to maintain 
the British claim to the perpetual allegiance of 
their subjects. He had no doubt that this con- 
sideration had operated upon the Executive in 
this case. He had alluded to these facts to show 
that this Government had not been inattentive to 
its duty on this occasion. 

He concurred with the memorialist in the praise 
awarded to the emigrants from Europe to this 
country. They were among our most useful and 
ae citizens. They were to be found side 
»y side with our native citizens, ‘in every field 
of honorable enterprise.’? They were industri- 
ous, zealous, energetic, in whatever direction they 
turned their attention. In council, at the polls, 
wherever their adopted country’s good demanded 
their devotion, their patriotism was equaled only 
by their manly boldness. In the battle field, their 
fearless daring and courage were proverbial. In 
the bumble hut, in the more elevated dwelling, 
in their domestic relations, they were equally 
kind-hearted and hospitable. They were entitled, 
equally with the native citizen, to the protection 
of our laws. The national faith had been sa- 
credly pledged and observed towards them; and 
he, for one, would never falter in his determina- 
tion to see that faith, hereafter, fully redeemed in 
regard to all the pledges which their migration 
hither, and their adoption as citizens, required us 
to redeem. Less than this they could not ex- 
pect; more than this they do not ask. 

He hoped that the subject would be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, ‘That 
very eble committee would bestow upon it every 
attention which its importance demanded; and if 
they could present a law oradeclaration by which 
our naturalized citizens could be more effectually 
secured in all their constitutional and legal rights, 
and foreign Powers admonished that they would 
be required to treat our citizens of that descrip- 
tion in precisely the same way in which native 
Americans were treated by them, no man would 
more sincerely rejoice than he would. He trusted 
that some effective measure could be suggested. 
All the evils of war ought to be encountered to 
maintain the rights of our naturalized citizens, 
as conferred upon thet by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States. . 

The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. STRANGE presented a memorial from 
citizens of Wilmington, North Carolina, praying 
for the erection of a light-house on Cape Clear; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of William 
B. Adams; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Stacker; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
Friendship Fire Company of Alexandria, praying 
an appropriation of money to enable them to pur- 
chase new apparatus; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented some doc- 


; uments in relation to the bill in favor of settlers 


who have been deprived of the benefits of the pre- 
emption law of June, 1834; which were laid on 
the table. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
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following resolution; which was considered and 


| agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance, to which the 
bill for the abolition of the duty on salt, and of the bounty 
to fishing vessels was referred, be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of abolishing the duty upon all breadstutls, 
beef and pork, iron, sugar, molasses, and lead. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The joint resolution directing the manner in 


| which certain laws of the District shall be exe- 


cuted, was taken up on its third reading, and 

assed, 

The following bills were taken up on their third 
reading, and passed: 

An act for the relief of the Alabama, Florida, 
and Georgia Railroad Company; and 

An act to authorize the extension of time for 


| payment of duties on railroad iron imported by 


the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Railroad Com- 
pany—ayes 24, noes 10. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEBS. 
Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 


| Foreign Relations, to which was referred the bill 


for the relief of Charles S. Walsh, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, the bill 
for the relief of Richard Banks. 

Mr. LINN observed that the Committee on 
Private Land Claims had been assiduously en- 
gaged, for the last three years, in the discharge 
of their duties, and had reported a number of 
bills, which had passed the Senate, though but 
very few of them had been sanctioned by the 
other House, the others having failed for want 
of time. Now,this was very burdensome on the 
committee, and he hoped that this year the 
would be more fortunate. To avoid the difficul- 
ties which had hitherto stood in the way of these 
bills, he would move that, @r the remainder of 
the session, the Saturdays of each week be set 
apart for their consideration. 

This motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolution in favor 
of the heirs of Robert Waiker, and the petition 
of the heirs of William Merritt. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary,to which was referred the bill to prevent 
the interference of certain Federal officers in elec- 
tions, made a special report theréon. 

The report having been read, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that this bill 
had been in the hands of the committee about a 
month and a half, of which he did not complain, 
as they had a right to give the subject the most 
ample consideration. He only desired that an 
early period might be allowed him for a discus- 
sion of this subject. He desired to bring to the 


| notice of the Senate the sophistries by which this 


| disapprobation of the bill. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following 


| resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he | 


is L.e-eby, directed to report to the Senate the total amount 
of revenue, from all sources, which accrued and was re- 


ceived into the public Treasury, and the aggregate amount | 


of the expenditures of the General Government, in all | 


branches of the public service, daring each year, from Jan- 
uary L, 1817, to January 1, 1839, distinguishing the payments 
made each year on account of the national debt; and that 
this information be reported in connection with that required 
by the resolution of the Senate on the 29th January, 1839, 


directing the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the Sen- || 
ate whether any, and, if any, how much, would have been | 


the deficit in the Treasury if an act entitled “An act to ap- 


| propriate, for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the 


public lands of the United States, and for granting lands to 


| certain States,’? which passed both Houses of Congress, 


had received the approbation of the President, and been 


acted upon up to January 1, 1839. 


} 
| 


| 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, submitted the || to be printed. 


greatest vice in our system was defended. He 

thought that the respect due to a member of the 

body might have allowed the gentleman some 

more temperance of language in expressing his 

He now moved that 
the bill be postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for, this day week. 

Mr. HUBBARD had no objection to the mo- 
tion.» He called for the reading of the report, 
because he confessed that he was somewhat sur- 

| prised at the reading of the bill of the Senator 
from Kentucky. All he now rose for was to 

| move that the report be printed, and also for the 
printing of an extra number of copies; and to 

| test the sense of the Senate, he would move for 
the printing of ten thousand extra copies. 

| _ The report was here ordered to be printed; and 

the question arising on the motion to print the 

extra copies, 

Mr. NORVELL suggested the propriety of 
ordering twenty thousand copies of this report to 
_be printed. Notwithstanding the character as- 
eribed to it by the Senator from Kentucky, he 
_ considered the report an unanswerable response 
to a bill which proposed to strike down the vital 
and fundamental rights of a large portion of the 
legal voters of the United States. He desired alli 
his constituents to see this report. He should, 


|| therefore, prefer the printing of twenty thousand 


| to the smaller number proposed. 
| The question was then taken, and ten thousand 
extra copies of the bill and report were ordered 
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Mr. KING, from the Committee on Com- 
merece, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of John Kern and John D. George, and the 
bill for the relief of Gilbert A. Smith, reported 


THE CON 


the same without amendment, and with a recom- || 


j j 


mendation that they do not pass, 


the bill for the relief of John A. Beall, with 
amendments; the bill for the relief of Frederick 
Pray, with an amendment; and the bill for the 
relief of Andrew C. Mettier. 





Nayton’s resolution, relating to the affair be- 
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_ pend.the rules, for the purpose of calling up Mr. | Everett, Farrington, Richard Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, 


tween Commodore Elliott and Midshipman Bar- | 


ton, and the yeas and nays having been ordered 
on his call, they were taken, and were—yeas 91, 


|| nays 66. 
Mr. C., from the same committee, reported || 


Mr. C., from the same committee, asked to be 


discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of the Charleston Chamber of Com- 
merce, to provide for the instruction of boys for 
the naval service, and from the petition of John 
Rainey; which was agreed to, 


Not being two thirds, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 


Mr. GRAVES asked leave to submit the fol- 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House whether Charlies J. lngersoll, late 
district attorney of Philadelphia, has paid all or any portion 
of $76,491, for which he was reported a defaniter by the 
said Secretary on the 17th January, 1838 ; and also to fur- 


| nish this House with all the accounts and demands of said 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Foreign || 
Relations, to which had been referred the bill for || 


the relief of John Randolph Clay, reported the 
same without amendment. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business; after which it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 31, 1839. 


As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. HAYNES asked leave to move that the 
House go into committee again on the President’s 
message. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 
would suffer the bills reported yesterday to be 
read a third time. 


: YNES waiv i ti or the res: || : ; ; ; : 
Mr. HAYNES waived his motion for the pre ation of the resolution submitted by him on Mon- 


ent. 


Mr. EVERETT, on leave, reported from the } 


Committee on Indian Affairs, a joint resolution 
directing the Secretary of War to transmit to 
Congress a statem@t of the awards made by the 
commissioners under the Choctaw treaty; which 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 


Mr. NAYLOR asked the consent of the House | 


to take up for consideration the resolutions sub- 
mitted by him on Monday last, calling upon the 
Secretary of the Navy for copies of the charges 
alleged against Commodore Elliott for certain con- 
duct, preferred by Midshipman Barton. 

Mr. HAYNES said he must object to any in- 
terruption of the business properly before the 
House. 

Mr. NAYLOR sincerely hoped the gentleman 
would withdraw his objection, for it was an act 
of justice to Commodore Elliott himself that this 
information should be communicated to the coun- 
try. 

Mr. HAYNES said the public business of the 
country was certainly second to no private in- 
quiry, and, therefore, he must persist in his ob- 


jection. 


Mr. NAYLOR thereupon asked a suspension 
of the rules. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. LINCOLN, on leave, presented a commu- 
nication from the Postmaster General to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, setting 
forth the danger to which the books and papers 
of the Post Office Department are exposed, b 
reason of the combustible nature of the buildings 
now occupied by the said Department; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIES asked the House to take up the 
resolution submitted by him on Monday, pro- 
vosing to change the daily hour of meeting of the 

louse to ten o’clock, a.m. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. DAVIES moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked for the yeas and nays. 

The House refused both requests. 


Mr. KENNEDY asked leave to call up the res- | 


elution submitted by him some days since, call- 
ing upon the Secretary of the Treasury for a re- 


turn of such marine stores, supplied to the different | 


navy-yards, as were not included in the regular | 


contracts, 

Objection being made, 

Mr. K. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
the yeas and nays having been ordered on his call 
for them, were taken, and announced as follows: 
yeas 57, nays 74. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


Ingersoll against the Government during the continuance, 
or since the expiration, of the time he was in office. 


Objection being made, 
Mr. G. moved a suspension of the rules, and 


the yeas and nays having been ordered on his | 
motion, they were taken, and were—yeas 97, 


nays 73. 


So the rules were not suspended, not being two || 


| thirds. 


Mr. MERCER made an ineffectual attempt to 
induce the House to suspend the rules to enable 


| him to offer a resolution calling upon the Secre- 
tary of War for a return of the sums expended 
| by the General Government in works of internal 


improvement. 


Mr. RARIDEN presented certain joint resolu- 

| tions of the Legislature of Indiana; which were | 
| referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals 

as the appropriate committee. 


Mr. R. then asked leave to move the consider- 


day last, calling upon the Secretary of War for 
a return of all disbursements by Indian agents, 
officers of the Army, &c. 

Objection being made, Mr. R. moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, and demanded the yeas and 


| nays; which, being ordered, were—yeas 73, nays 


SU. 
So the rules were not suspended. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


| munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
in answer to a resolution of the House of the 20th | 


amounts of official bonds of the collectors and || 


instant,.giving a statement of the dates and 


naval officers at the ports of Philadelphia, New | 


York, and Boston, with the names of the securi- | 
| ties of the said collectors, &c.; which was laid on | 


| the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of 


the Treasury, in compliance with an act of Con- 


gress, inclosing a statement of the contracts au- 
thorized by that Department during the year 


1838; and a statementof contracts relating to light- | 


houses, floating lights, beacons, buoys, stockages, 
&c.; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were read the third time 
and passed: 


A bill making eppre riations for the payment | 


of revolutionary and other pensioners of the Uni- 
ted States for the year 1839; 
A bill to provide for the location and temporary 


| support of the Seminole Indians removed from 


Florida; 

A bill making appropriations for the current 
and contingentexpenses of the Indian department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the vari- 
ous Indian tribes for the year 1839; and 

A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1839. 

The bill to provide for the protection of the 
northern frontier, was, at the suggestion of Mr. 
McKay, postponed until to-morrow. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House | 


go into committee on the remaining appropriation | 


bills; but, on dividing the House, the vote was— 
ayes 57, noes 45; no quorum. : 
Mr. C. called for the yeas and nays; which, 


| being ordered, were—yeas 91, nays 45; as fol- 
| lows: 


| Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Bronson, William 


: oS s || breleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, 
Mr. CHAMBERS renewed the motion to sus- |! 


YEAS~—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, Banks, Beirne, 
. Calhoun, Cam- 


Connor, Cushman, Darlington, Dunu, Edwards, Evans, 





January 31, 


Gray 
land, Grant, Halstead, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Hensy 


Holsey, Holt, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas R 
Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, William ©. Johnse, 
Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Lew).’ 
Lincoin, Loomis, Sampson Mason, Martin, McKay, Rob. 
ert McClellan, Mercer, Monigomery, Samuel W. Mo, 
ris, Murray, Noyes, Palmer, Parker. Parmenter. Paynte, 
Pearce, Peck, Potter, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Randolph, 
Reed, Rencher, Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperq’ 
Charles Shepard, Sibley, Snyder, Stuart, Stratton, ‘Taji,’ 
ferro, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Wy); 
tlesey, Lewis Williams, Worthington, and Yell—9}, 

NAYS — Messrs. Alexander, Aycrigg, Bell, John Cal. 
hoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheathay) 
Childs, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Davies, Ewing, Goode’ 
William Graham, Graves, Harper, Hawes, Herod, Lyon’ 
Mallory, Maury, Maxwell, Menefee, Mitchell, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Shietg. 
Slade, Stanly, Stone, Thompson, Titlinghast, Toland, U')’ 
derwood, Albert 8. White, John White, Sherrard \yj). 
liams, Christopher H. Wiilliams, and Word.—45. 


The House accordingly went into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, 
Banks in the chair,) and, on motion of Mr.CAM. 
BRELENG, resumed the consideration of the 
annual Army bill. 

The question pending was the amendment of 
Mr. Mason, of Virginia, to increase the proposed 
appropriation for the national armories from 
$300,000 to $360,000, (the amount in former 
years. 





) 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, supported the 


amendment, and said he should consider the pro- 
posed reduction as a virtual abandonment of the 
system. He went on to show the large amounts 
of arms which had been manufactured in England 
and France within a short period of time; referred 
to the embarrassed condition of the United States 
during the war for the want of a proper supply 

1 


of arms; and contended that it was net muc 
better off at the present time; that there was much 
difficulty in the State which he in part represented 
to supply its volunteer companies, and had no 
doubt such was the case in other States. He 
thought if a reduction in the expenditures was 
necessary, it should begin with those who were 
the best able to bear it—the superintendents, pay- 
masters, and other officers of the Government, and 
not by ctitting off the means which keep in em- 
ployment the poor mechanics. He appealed to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to consent to the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mason.] 

Mr. MURRAY warned the friends of the Ad- 
ministration against the renewal of the cry of ex- 
travagance which the Opposition have charged 
against it. Let them beware that they do not 
furnish the Opposition with weapons to carry on 
their war to overthrow it. He was not opposed 
to judicious appropriations; and trusted that his 
party would not be; but thought that the amount 
proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
was amply sufficient to carry on this branch of 
the public service, if due regard be had to econo- 
my. Mr. M. then went intoa review of the more 

rominent measures of General Jackson’s admin- 
istration, and dwelt at some length on the Indian 

policy, replying to the remarks of Mr, Everett, 
| some days ago, on the mode of executing the 
Cherokee treaty, and giving a history of the Sem- 
inole question, exonerating the Administration 
from all censure in that matter, but demonstrating 
that the whole had grown out of the perfidy and 
sanguinary spirit of those Indians. Nor were our 
reverses in Florida to be laid to the charge of 
the Administration, for the most skillful generals, 
and troops equal to any living, were sent there; 
but they had an unhealthy and deadly climate 
to contend with, boundless and trackless forests 
and swamps to wade through; were often with- 
out food and clothing; and yet, after enduring all 
these hardships and privations, they had met with 
little in return but abuse, while the Indian and 
his struggles had been lauded to the skies, and all 
were brought forward as so many arguments 
against the Administration. Mr. M. then went 
into an examination of the pension system, the 
expenditures of the Government, &c., and dwelt 
| on these and various other topics at considerable 
} length; a full report of which will be given here- 





after. 
| On motion of Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, 
| the committee rose and reported progress. 


{ 
| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
‘| The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
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lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 
Senate and 

To the House of Representatives of the United States : 
[herewith transmit a report from the Secretary of the i] 
Treasury upon the subject of commissions claimed by || 
nts or officers employed by the General Government. || 
The propriety of new legislation, regulating the whole mat- |) 
ter by express Jaws, seems very apparent, and is urgently | 
ded to the early attention of C le 
noone N BUREN. | 





M. V 

WasHtncTon, January 30, 1839. 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of | 
the Navy, inclosing estimates of the appropria- | 
tions for the naval service for the year 1839; || 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 

inted. 

‘On motion, the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Fraiway, February 1, 1839. 


The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a re- 
port from the Treasury Department, prepared in | 
obedience to the acts for establishing the Treas- || 
ury, War, and Navy Departments, on the sub- | 
ject of the contracts authorized by the Treasury 
Department, with the expenditures under them, | 
during the year 1838; which was laid on the ta- 1 
ble, and ordered to be printed, 

The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated || 
asimilarreport from the Navy Department; which 
was disposed of in like manner. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a 
communication from the Treasury Department, 
in compliance with the resolution of the Senate 
of the 30th instant, showing what would have 
been the deficiency in the Treasury, if the bill to | 
distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public | 
lands, which was vetoed by President Jackson, 
had become a law; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the subject of com- 
missions claimed by officers and agents of the 
Government, and recommending the propriety | 
of additional legislation, to regulate the whole 
matter by express laws; which was laid on the |! 
table. | 

PETITION, ETC. | 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
oficers of the United States revenue cutter Rush, 
praying that officers of the revenue service may 
be placed on the same footing as to pensions as || 
the officers of the Navy; which was referred to || 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. || 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of sundry || 
citizens of St. Louis, asking for an appropriation 
for the support of their harbor; which was laid 
on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the bil for the relief of || 
Daniel Marsack, without amendment. ] 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Ju- || 
diciary, to which the petition of Ezra Thurber || 
had been referred, reported a bill for his relief; || 
which was read, and ordered toa second reading. | 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Claims, || 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Ma- || 
dame du Lusser; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public || 
Lands, reported two bills, without amendment, | 
that had been referred to that committee. \| 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee || 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the letter |, 
irom the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice, on the subject of surveying the public lands | 
in Illinois, moved that the committee be dis- | 
charged therefrom, and that it be referred to the | 

ommittee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. C., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bills from the House for the re- | 
ef of Jonathan Boone and Robert Murray, re- | 
ported the same without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the | 
further consideration of the petition of Joseph J. | 

owle, 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-mor- 


row ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Miguel Eslaya. 





THE CONG 


| Alleghany and cargo was taken u 
some remarks from Messrs. HUBBARD, KING, | 


The resolution, reported from the joint Library 
Committee, relative to the printing of the Madi- 
son papers, was considered and adopted. 

The resolutions submitted yesterday by Mr. 
CRITTENDEN were taken up; and after some re- 
marks from Messrs. BENTON, CRITTEN- 
DEN, KNIGHT, and SMITH of Indiana, were 
amended and adopted. 


tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


| quested to communicate to the Senate whether the Gov- 


ernment of Great Britain has made compensation in the 
cases of the brigs Enterprise, Encomium, and Comet, the 


| first of which was forced by stress of weather into Port 
| Hamilton, Bermuda Islands, and the other two wrecked on 


the Keys of the Bahamas, and the slaves on board forcibly 


| seized and detained by the local authorities; and if no com- 
| pensation has been made, the reasons why it has not been 


made, with a copy of the correspondence between the two 


| Governments, which has taken place since the answer toa 


former call on the same subject by the Senate. 


Several bills from the House were read twice, 
and referred to appropriate committees. 


The amendments of the House to the bill to 


|| renew the patent of Thomas Blanchard, were 
| considered and agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the following bills 


| were severally taken up and considered as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole, and, after brief explanations 


| from Mr. S., were ordered to be engrossed for a 


third reading: 

The bill supplementary to the acts ‘‘ to provide 
for the organization of the Department of Indian 
Affairs,’? and ‘*to regulate the trade and inter- 
course with Indian tribes;’’ and 


The bill to authorize the appointment of three | 


additional clerks in the Indian bureau. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 


| relief of John J. Bulow was taken up, and, after 
|| some remarks from Messrs. HUBBARD, NOR- 
| VELL, CLAY of Alabama, and STRANGE, 


was postponed to Monday next. 
On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Missis- 


sippi, the bill to reorganize the district courts of 
the State of Mississippi, was taken up, and, after 
being amended, on motion of Mr. W., was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. KNIGEIT, the Senate took 
up the bill to allow a drawback on foreign hemp, 
when manufactured into cordage and exported. 

Mr. BENTON opposed the bill on the ground 
that the drawback system ought not to be ex- 
tended on articles that had changed their form by 
being manufactured, and because the system was 
productive of the greatest abuses. He objected, 


'also, to the bill on the ground that hemp was 


extensively manufactured in the country, and 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 





7 the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Narior on Monday last: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnish this House with copies of the charges of inhuman, 
unofficerlike, ungentlemanly, and infamous conduct, pre 
ferred by Charles E. Barton, a Passed Midshipman of the 





| United States Navy, against Captain Jesse D. Ettiott, 


whilst in command of the Mediterranean squadron, together 
with all communications in relation to said conduct of said 


| Captain Elliott, and to said charges, on file in the Navy De 


Mr. CALHOUN offered the following resolu- || 


partment, and to communicate the reasons, if anv, why the 


said Elliott has not been ordered to be tried upon said 
charges. 


Mr. C. said this was an important matter, vi- 


| tally affecting the character of the Navy and the 


nation, as well as the present Administration, and 
he was not willing that such conduct as was here 
alleged should pass unnoticed, and he wanted to 
know why it was thus shielded. 

Mr. INGHAM was one of those who objected 
to the resolution yesterday, but he did so merely 
on the ground of the language made use of in it. 


| If the mover would strike out the expressions 
| © inhuman, infamous,’’ &c., Mr. l. would with- 
| draw his objection. 


After some further conversation between the 


| above gentlemen and Messrs. MALLORY, AD- 


| carried from the West to the North and East, | 


and that the bill would, therefore, interfere with | 


our own staple. 


Mr. KNIGHT made some remarks in favor of | 


the bill. 
After some further observations from Messrs. 


BENTON, HUBBARD, CLAY of Kentucky, | 
CALHOUN, and WRIGHT, the bill was or- | 


dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


After a short executive session, 
On motion of Mr. NILES, the bill for the relief 


of Jabez S. White and Asa White was taken up; | 


and after some remarks from Messrs. NILES, 
and SMITH of Indiana, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading. 


Mr. YOUNG moved to take up the bill to grant 
the State of Indianaa certain quantity of land, to 
aid in the construction of certain railroads, for 
the purpose of making it the special order for 
Wednesday next; which was agreed to. 


The bill for the relief of the owners of the ship 


P3 


CLAY of Alabama, and BAYARD, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed to Mon- 
day next. , 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 1, 1839. 
As soon as the Journal was read, 


and after | 


AMS, and NAYLOR, the resolution was taken 
up. 
Mr. NAYLOR, at the suggestion of Mr. ING- 
HAM, struck out all the epithets between the 
words ** charges ’? and * preferred,’’ explaining 
that the language was not his, but the words of 
the original charge. 


DOCUMENTARY HISTORY. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to submit a joint 
resolution authorizing the further distribution of 
the Documentary History of the Revolution. 

Objection being made, Mr. P. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules; upon which motion 

Mr. CONNOR asked for the yeas and nays; 


but they were refused, and the rules were sus- 


| pended—104 to Q9. 





| it. 


The resolution having been read twice, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved its engrossment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike from it 
all that related to the disposition of forthcoming 
volumes. The first volume was paid for, and so 


| far as the distribution of that volume went, he had 


no objection; but there he would stop. 
Mr. ADAMS remarked that that would be 


| equivalent to a repeal of the law. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that that was his 
object, and this was the only mode of reaching 
He would not do injustice to Clarke & 
Force, but pay them for their contract, or have 
the work continued under the direction of persons 
to be appointed by Congress, and not permit the 
publishers to select the documents Co be reprinted, 
and to be the sole judges of the extent to which 
itshould go. ‘The clause he proposed to strike 
out involved an appropriation of upwards of half 
a million of dollars. 

Mr. BIDDLE said he was not prepared “to 
pledge the faith of the House ta the performance 
of this work without a little further consideration, 
and, therefore, he moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; but withdrew the motion at the request 
of 

Mr. THOMAS, who moved to refer the sub- 
ject to a select committee. 

This motion was debated for some time be- 


| tween Messrs. THOMAS, PETRIKIN, and 
| POPE, the last of whom supported Mr. Camsre- 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the House take |! 


LENG’s motion, when 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved the 
following instructions: 

With instructions to inquire into the power of Congress 
to repeal the law under which the work is authorized and 
contracted to be published; and if,in the opinion of the 
committee, Congress has the power to repeal the law, to 
report a bal for that purpose, first making a fair compensa- 
tion to the undertakers of the work for their loss in the 
Government not complying with its engagements and con- 
tract ; and if Congress has not the power to repeal the law, 
to direct that the work shall be otherwise disposed of, in- 
stead of giving the same to metnbers of Congress. 

Mr. LOOMIS moved to strike therefrom the 
words: ‘instead of giving the same to members 
of Congress.”’ 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he had no idea of oceu- 
pying the whole day with this resolution; and, 
therefore, he demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 93, 
noes 54. : 

On the question, ‘ Shall the main question be 
now put?’’ 








a 


15-4 


"Mr. CAMBRELENG demanded the yeas and || 


nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
76, nays 98; as follows: 


YEAS —Meesrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Alien, Anderson, Andrews, Aycrigg, Beers, Bicknell, 
Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, John Calhoon, Chambers, 
Ciark, Corwin, Cranston, Darlington, Davee, Davies, 
Evans, Rice Garland, Giddings, William Graham, Grant- 
land, Grant, Gray, Grennell, fiat, Halsted, Hawes, Jabez 
Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William C. Johnson, 
Kenvedy, Klingensmith, Logan, Marvin, Sampson Mason, 
Martin, May, Maxwell, Robert McClellan, Mercer, Mitch- 
ell, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Murray, 
Noyes, Paynter. Peck, Petrikin, Pratt, John fH. Prentiss, 
Sergeant 5S. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Charles Shepard, ae 
Snyder, Southgate, Stuart, Stone, Tillinghast, Toland, V 
Albert 8. White, John White, and Word —76. 

NAYS—Mesers. Atherton, Banks, Bell, Biddle, Birdsall, 


Bond, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, William B.Camp- |; 
bell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Cheatham, || 


Chiids, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, 
Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, Dunn, Edwards, Ewing, Far- 
rington, Fry. James Garland, Goode, James Graham, 
Graves, Griffin, Hammond, Harrison, Harper, Haynes, 
Henry, Herod, Howard, William H. Hunter, Thomas B. 
Jacksou, Jose;l Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kem- 


_THE: CONGRESSIONAL GLARE.’ _ 


ail, | 
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RT 


A bill for the relief of John G. Mozart; || An act to remunerate the captors of the priva. 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of | teer Lydia; 
| Ann Levacher de Van Brun; ||  Anact for the relief of the owners of the British 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Windham; | brig Despatch; 
A bill for the relief of George Cassady; || An act for the relief of Jechonias Pigot ang 
A bill for the benefit of the representatives of | others; 
Colonel Daniel Boone; | A bill for the relief of John Lybrook; 
A resolution for the relief of Edward Beatty; | A bill for the relief of Matthew Wiley, 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Hernandez; | A bill forthe relief of Frances Jones; 
A bill for the relief of Woodburn Potter; | A bill for the relief of Susanna Hoagland; 
A bill for the relief of John S. McCarty; | A bill for the relief of William A. Cuddeback. 
A bill for the relief of James Tongue, and the | A bill granting a pension to Hellen Miller,’ 
administrator of William Hodson and Scrivener; A bill granting a pension to William Andrews. 
A bill for the relief of the assignees of Jacob | A-bill granting a pension to Thurston Cornel): 
Clements, deceased, (Potts and Clements;) | A bill granting a pension to Stephen Olney; ; 
A bill for the relief of Jacob Galencia; A bill granting a pension to Harvey Reynolds. 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Peyton Ran- A bill for the relief of Dr. Sylvester Nash; ’ 
dolph, deceased; || A bill granting a pension to Stephen Appleby; 
A bill for the benefit of the Choctaw Indians; || A bill for the relief of David Rollins; ; 
A bill for the relief of Susan Gratiot, admmis- | A bill for the relief of William Sloan; 
tratrix of Charles H. Gratiot; and || A bill for the relief of John Clark; 
A bill for the relief of Griffith Coombe and || A bill for the relief of Gilbert Sprague Fish, 
John P. Ingle. | and 
'| A bill for the relief of Wright Hurlburt, 


bie, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, James M. Mason, | 


Maury, McKay. Abraham McClellan, McKennan, Menefee, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Naylor, Noble, Parmenter, 
Parris, Phelps, Pickens, Potts, Randolph, Reily, Kichard- 
son, Rives, Robertson, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Slade, Staniv, Swearingen, ‘Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Thompson, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Van- 
derveer, Webster, Weeks, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrard Williams, Jared W.Williams,Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Worthington, Yell, and Yorke—98. 

So the House determined that the main ques- 
tion be not now put. 

The subject was thereby removed from before 
the House for this day. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

The SPEAKER then announced the private 
orders, and the House went into committee there- 
on, (Mr. Lixcoxn in the chair,) and proceeded 
with the Private Calendar for some time; when 
they rose and reported the following without 
amendment, all of which were severally ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow: 

A bill to provide for the settlement of the claim 
of Walter Jones; 

A bill to provide for paying three companies 
of militia in the State of Indiana, called into the 
service of the United States; 

A bill for the relief of John Brown & Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Garret Vleit; 

A bill for the relief of E. H. Williams, admin- 
istrator of Hazel W. Crouch; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Hendley; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Massey and 
Thomas James; 


The committee also reported the following bills | 


with amendments; which were severally con- 
curred in, and the bills ordered to be engrossed: 

A bill for the relief of Roger Jones, Adjutant 
General of the Army of the United States; and 

A bill for the relief of James Maxwell. 

The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. McKay in the chair,) and, after con- 
sidering the following bills and joint resolution, 
reported the same to the House without amend- 
ment; which were severally ordered to be en- 
grossed: 

A bill to authorize the exchange of shoal lands 
in Oxford township, in Ohio; 

A bill for the relief of Tarlton Woodson; 

Joint resolution to allow a per centum on the 


General; 
A bill for the relief of Solomon Prewett; 
A bill for the relief of John England; 


} 
; 


ti 
ij 


The committee also reported to the House the 


| following bills with amendments; which were 
| concurred in, and the bills severally ordered to 
] be engrossed: 

| 


A bill for the relief of John Grimball, sen.; and 

| : An act for the relief of the heirs of John Bra. 
an. 

The House again went into Committee of the 

Whole, (Mr. Lyon in_the chair,) and, after con- 





|| sidering the following bills, reported the same 


|| withoutamendment; which were severally ordered 
i} . 


to be engrossed: 


|| A bill for the relief of Eliphalet Spafford; 


A bill granting an increase of pension to Ann 


'| Ross; 
salary of the clerk and messenger of the Attorney || 
|| Westlake; 

|| <A bill for the relief of Henry Grady; 


A bill granting arrears of pension to Josiah 


‘| A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


A bill for the relief of Jacob Baugh; || John Addoms; 


A bill for the relief of Elizaleth Jones; 
A bill for the relief of Oliver Peck; 
A bill for the relief of Susannah Rowe, widow 


of John Rowe; 


A bill for the relief of John Davis; 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Durant; 
A bill for the relief of the widow of Captain | 


James Hunter; 


A bill for the relief of Fielding Pratt; 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 


| Farrow and Harris; 


A bill for the relief of A. J. Picket and George 


7. Gayle; 

A bill for the relief of James Cox; 

A bill for the relief of Irad Kelly and Datus 
Kelly; 


A bill for the relief of John Jones and Charles | 


Souder, and Robinson, Carr & Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Dunscomb Bradford; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
James H. Cheears; 

A bill for the relief of Robert M. Roberts; 


A bill to authorize the exchange of school lands 


in Oxford township, in Ohio; 
A bill for the relief of Isaac Lilley; 
A bill for the relief of George Hommell; 
A bill for the relief of William Traverse; 
A bill for the relief of Andrew Rembert; 
A bill for the relief of Maria Hornbeck; 
A bill for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson; 
A bill for the relief of Isaac Conly; 
A bill for the relief of the owners, officers, and 


crew of the armed brig Warrior, or their repre- 


sentatives; 
A bill for the relief of Richard Booker; 
A bill for the relief of Josiah F. Caldwell; 


A bill for the relief of Jamison and William- | 


BON; 

A bill for the relief of Cornelius Taylor; 

A bill for the relief of James L. Stokes, and for 
other purposes; 


ie 


1 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 


John Tilden; 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Jesse Seymour; 


A bill for the relief of Charles Rockwell; 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb, 

A bill for the relief of John Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley ; 

A bill for the relief of Sibel Barnes; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth French; 

A bill granting a pension to William Ford; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hatton; 

A bill restoring the name of John Latham; 

A bill granting a pension to Catharine Allen; 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Blodget; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Collins; i 

A bill for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury; 

A bill for the relief of James Fleming; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Whittet; 

A bill for the relief of Myron Chapin; i 

A bil! for the relief of Jared Winslow; 1 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Davis; 1} 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Justis; 

A bill for the relief of Isaiah Parker; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Boyd; 

A bill for the relief of Gideon Sheldon; 

A bill for the relief of William Smith; 

A bill for the relief of William Fitzgerald; =| 
| 
| 


ti 
' 
j 


A bill for the relief of Eunice Saunders; 
A bill for the relief of Charles Fitzgerald; \! 
A bill granting a pension to Martha Strong; | 
An act for the relief of William East; 
An act for the relief of Elisha Town; t 
An act for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and | 
haddeys Fairbanks; | 
A bill for the relief of Patrick Green; 1 
A bill granting a pension to John F. Wiley; 
An act to remit or refund to the Philadelphia, || 


i Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Company i 
the duties upon certain railroad iron; 


A bill for the relief of the widow of Thomas | 


Kubby; 


A bill for the relief of Frederick Richmond; || 
A bill granting a pension to Leonard Smith; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hugo; 


A bill for the relief of John Phelan; 

A bill for the relief of Rosaline Prudhomme; 

A bill for the relief of Dennis Trame); 

A bill granting a pension to David Mellen; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Wesley; 

A bill for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Livesay; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Catner; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Miller; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Samuel Jaccard; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
Maglenen; 

An act for the relicf of John Newton; 

An act for the relief of Jean B. Valle; 

A bill granting a pension to William Harper; 

A bill granting a pension to Mary Updegraff; 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Price; 

A bill granting a pension to Conrad Widrig; 

A bill for the relief of Barton Hooper; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Risley; 

A bill for the relief of John Keeler; 

An act for the relief of Sarah Angle and other 


|, heirs of Benjamin King; 


A bill for the relief of John Howe; 

A bill for the relief of the widow of John 
March; 

A bill for the relief of Dr. J. M. Foltz; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


| Joshua Huddy, (Martha Piatt;) 


A bill for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Jackson; 

A bill granting a pension to Elijah Foochee; 

A bill for the relief of certain officers of the 
Florida militia; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hoffman; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Milnor and John 
Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of the executors of Robert 
McFarland; | 

A bill granting a pension to Reuben Murray; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Bennes; 

A bill for the relief of Menzies Gilespie; _ 

A bill granting a pension to Chauncey Rice; 

A bill for the relief of James B. Rice; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Recker 
Sampson; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com 
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munication from the Secretary of the Treasury | 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 28th January, showing 
the amount of money which had been expended 
in the construction of the custom-house at New 
York, and the amount which will be necessary 
to complete the same. — 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, in answer to a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 28th ultimo, inclosing a 
report of the Paymaster General, giving informa- 
tion in relation to the troops called into the ser- 
yice of the United States, in the Cherokeecountry, 
and the amount remaining unpaid, &c., for said 
service. . gat y 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of 
War, in answer to a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 14th January, inclosing a 
report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, ac- 
companying certain documents giving informa- 
tion in relation to the payment of annuities to the 
Seneca Indians in the years 1837 and 1838, and 
the expenditure of certain appropriations. 

Which several communications were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the House 
tien adjourned. 4 


IN SENATE. | 
Saturpay, February 2, 1839. 


Mr. FULTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Arkansas, praying for the establish- 
ment of a mail route; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of General 
Augustus Jones, asking for the confirmation to 
the town of Potosi of certain tracts of land, and 
protesting against the confirmation of the same 
to John Perry, who claims the same; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial signed by | 
a number of cordwainers, of the city of Wash- 
ington, remonstrating against the use which has | 
been made of the convicts in the penitentiary, | 
which they consider highly injurious to their in- 
terests; Which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial signed 
by sundry ship-owners, ship-masters, merchants 
and traders, interested in the trade of the city of |) 
Philadelphia, praying for an appropriation for | 
making an artificial harbor at the mouth of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of the. || 
heirs of Miguel Eslava; which was read twice | 
and referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to which | 
was referred the bill from the House for the | 
relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Thomas Glascock, deceased, reported the same 
without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. MORRIS, the Committee | 
on Pensions was discherged from the further | 
consideration of the petitions of the widow of || 
George Hood, William Lefever, William Tufts, | 
ne Mitchell, Benjamin Morehouse, and Simon 

rusy. i| 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private || 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the bill | 
for the relief of the heirs of Miguel Eslava, re- | 
ported the same without amendment. 


BILLS PASSED. | 

The following bills were severally read the | 

third time and passed: 
-A bill to allow a drawback of duties on for- i 


tiga hemp, when manufactured into cordage and | 
exported; \| 


A bill for the relief of Jabez L. White and Asa | 
ite; 

A bill supplementary to the acts entitled ‘* An | 
‘ct lo provide for the reorganization of the de- || 
partment of Indian affairs,’’? and ‘ An act to, 


oe the trade and intercourse with Indian | 
tea 85 ? ; 


} 
i 


A bill to authorize the appointment of three’ 


additional clerks in the office of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs; 

A bill to amend the act to reorganize the dis- 
trict courts of the United States for the district 
of Mississippi; 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the bill to pre- 
vent the abatement of suits in which the Bank 
of Columbia is a party, was taken up and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill for the 
relief of the securities of Elias B. Langham, late 
surveyor general for the States of Missouri and 
Illinois, was taken up and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The following bills were also severally taken 
up and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to 
the heirs and legal representatives of Francis 
Rivaud, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the assignees of Louis 
Baron de Ferrier; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 
the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholo- 


| mew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; 


A bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy; 

A bill to continue in force an act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, 
approved July 9, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A bill confirming certain land’claims in Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, 
and John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor heirs-at-law of Samuel Hill, 


| deceased ; 


A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, of 
Louisiana; 


A bill to authorize John E. Metcalf and others 


to locate certain preémption claims to land in In- 


diana; 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled ‘* An 
act to amend an act for the appointment of com- 
missioners to adjust the claims to reservations of 
land under the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1830, with the Choctaw Indians;”’ 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame de 
Lusser, and their legal representatives; 

A bill to confirm the title to a certain tract of 


| land in the county of Mobile; 


A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; 
A bill for the relief of General Matthew Ar- 


i, buckle; 


A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish 


| of Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the in- 
\| terest of the United States to a certain tract of 


| land; 


A bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


| of Elihu Hall Bay; 


A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 


| resentatives of William Conway; 


A bill for the relief of Pierre Barthe; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Marsack; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava. 

After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 2, 1839. 
The SPEAKER announced the* business in 


‘order to be the motion of Mr. CamBRetene to 
| correct a statement of the Indian bureau appended 


to his report on the state of the finances. 


The question pending was on the motion of 


Mr. Buppe to recommit the report for the general 


'| purposes of correction in the report itself. 
Mr. PETRIKIN obtained the floor, and re- 


marked that this matter could as well be debated 
in Committee of the Whole, under the general 
appropriation bill, as on this incidental motion; 
and therefore he demanded the previous question; 
but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. BIDDLE ,who, in reply to Mr. Pickxens’s 
remarks a few days since, disclaimed for himself, 
in reference to what Mr. P. had said about the 
tariff question, any knowledge of the existence of 


i son; 
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any compact or understanding or concert to bring 
about a renewal of the protective laws. He re- 





|| luctantly, under his pledge, renewed the motion 


for the previous question. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, however, again withdrew it 
at the request of 

Mr. RHETT, who replied to Mr. Bippie's 
remarks the other day, and advocated the prin- 
ciples of the report at considerable length. IMr. 
R.’s remarks will be given in full as soon as they 
are prepared.] He renewed the motion for the 
previous question, but requested the original 
mover to withdraw it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN insisted; but the House re- 
fused to second it. 

Mr. BRIGGS then spoke for some time in re- 
ply, and, without concluding, gave way to the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. BIDDLE moved that the discussion be 
continued. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped not; for if it was, they 
would assuredly not pass the bills ordered to be 
engrossed yesterday. 

The motion was lost by a large majority. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, on leave, laid on the 
table an amendment he intended to propose to the 
Army bill; which was ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER stated that he had received a 
letter from Charles J. Ingersoll, with a request 
that it be laid before the House; and the Speaker 
asked the House if he should presentit now; but 
it was objected to. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills upon the Speaker’s table 
were read the third time and passed: 

An act to provide for the settlement of the 
claim of Walter Jones; 

An act to provide for paying three companies 


| of militia in the State of Indiana, called into the 


service of the United States; 

An act for the relief of John Brown, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Garret Vleit; 

An act for the relief of E. H. Williams, ad- 
ministrator of Hazel W. Crouch; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Maxwell, of Pennsylvania; 

An act for the relief of Richard Hendley; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Massey and 
Thomas James; 

An act for the relief of A. J. Picket and 
George W. Gayle. 

An act for the relief of James Cox; 

An act for the relief of Irad Kelly and Datus 
Kelly; 

aa act for the relief of John Jonesand Charles 
Souder, and Robinson, Carr & Co.; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the late Dr. Dunscomb Bradford; 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 


| James H. Cheears; 


An act for the relief of Robert M. Roberts or 
his legal assignees; 
An act @ authorize the exchange of school 


| lands in Oxford township, in Ohio; 


An act for the relief of Isaac Lilley; 

An act for the relief of George Hommell; 

An act for the relief of William Traverse; 

An act for the relief of Andrew Rembert; 

An act for the relief of Maria Hornbeck; 

An act for the relief of Thompson Hutchin- 
son; 

An act for the relief of Isaac Conly; 

An act for the relief of the owners, officers, and 


| crew, of the armed brig Warrior, or their legal 


representatives; 
An act for the relief of Richard Booker; 
An act for the relief of Josiah F. Caldwell; 
An act for the relief of Jamison and William- 


An act for the relief of Cornelius Taylor; 
An act for the relief of James L. Stokes, and 


for other purposes; 


An act for the relief of the widow or legal rep- 
resentatives of John Tilden; 

An act for the relief of the representative of 
Jesse Seymour or his representatives; 

An act for the relief of Charles Rockwell; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Kibby; 

An act for the relief of John G. Mozar; 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Ann Levacher de Van Bran; 

An act for the relief of Sarah Windham, widow 
of a soldier of the Revolution; 

















An act for the relief of George Cassady; 


Daniel Boone; 
A resolution for the relief of Edward Beatty; 
An act for the relief of Joseph Hernandez; 
An act for the relief of Woodburn Potter; 
An act for the relief of John L. McCarty; 


An act for the relief of James Tongue, and the | 


administrator of William Hodson, deceased; 


An act for the relief of the assignees of Jacob | 


Clements, deceased; 
An act for the relief of Jacob Galencia; 


An act for the relief of the heirs of Peyton | 


Randolph, deceased ; 
An act for fhe benefit of the Choctaw Indians; 
and 


An act for the relief of Susan Gratiot, adminis- | 


tratrix of Charles H. Gratiot. 

The bill for the relief of Roger Jones, Adjutant 
General of the Army of the United States, was 
then taken up; and after a debate upon the merits 


of the same, in which Messrs. MERCER, Me- | 
KAY, and BOULDIN, advocated its passage, | 


and Mr. RUSSELL opposed it, the latter gentle- 
man moved to postpone its further consideration 
until Saturday next. 

Mr. HOWARD moved the previous question; 
which was seconded by the House. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 


Mr. CUSHMAN demanded the yeas and nays; 


which were not ordered. 


The question was then taken on the main | 


question; and the bill was passed. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the title of the bill | 


was 80 amended as to read as follows: ** An act 
to amend anactentitled ‘An act regulating the pa 


and emoluments of brevet officers of the Army.’ ”’ 


The House then took up and passed the fol- | 


lowing bills: 
An act for the relief of James Maxwell; 


An act to authorize the exchange of school | 


fands in Oxford township, in Ohio; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major Tarlton Woodson; 

Joint resolution to allow a per centum on the 
salary of the clerk and messenger of the Attor- 
ney General; 

An act for the relief of Solomon Prewett; 

An act for the relief of John England; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Baugh; 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 
others; 

An act for the relief of Oliver Peck; 


An act granting a pension to Susannah Rowe, | 


widow of John Rowe; 
An act for the relief of John Davis; 
An act for the relief of Elizabeth Durant; 


An act for the relief of the widow of Captain || 


James Hunter; 

An act for the benefit of Fielding Pratt; 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Farlow & Harris; ° 

An act for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb; 

An act for the relief of John Smith; 

An act for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley; 

An act for the relief of Sibel Barnes; 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth French; 

An act granting a pension to William Ford, of 
the State of Virginia; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Hatton, of the 
State of Virginia; 

An act restoring the name of John Lathram to 
the pension roll; 

An act granting a pension to Catharine Allen, 
widow of Henry Allen; 

An act for the relief of Elijah Blodget; 

An act for the benefit of Thomas Collins; 

An act for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury; 

An act for the relief of James Fleming; 

An act for the relief of Robert Whittet; 

An act for the relief of Myron Chapin; 

An act for the relief of Jared Winslow; 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel Davis; 

An act for the relief of Isaac Justis; 

An act for the relief of Isaiah Parker; 

An act for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 

An act for the relief of Isaac Boyd; 

An act for the relief of Gideon Sheldon; 

An act for the relief of William Smith; 

An act for the relief of William Fitzgerald; 
An act for the relief of Eunice Saunders, alias 

eary; 


An act for the relief of Charles Fitzgerald, de- | 


ceased; 
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|| An act granting a pension to Martha Strong; || 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Colonel || 


An act for the relief of William East; 
| An act for the relief of Elisha Town; i| 
An act for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and || 
| Thaddeus Fairbanks; i} 
An act for the relief of Patrick Green; {| 
An act granting a pension to John F. Wiley; || 
An act to remit or refund to the Philadelphia, |, 
| Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Company | 
the duties upon certain railroad iron; 
An act for the relief of Frederick Richmond; 
An act granting a pension to Leonard Smith; 
An act for the relief of Samuel B. Hugo: 
An act to remunerate the captors of the priva- || 
teer Lydia; 
An act for the relief of the owners of the British | 
brig Despatch; 
An act for the relief of Jechonias Pigot and | 
Benjamin Decraft; 
An act for the relief of John Lybrook; 
An act for the relief of Matthew Wiley; 
An act for the relief of Frances Jones, widow 
of John Jones, of Virginia; 
An act for the relief of Susannah Hoagland; 
An act for the relief of William A. Cudde- 
|| back; | 
An act granting a pension to Hellen Miller, of | 
| New York; 
Anact granting a pension to William Andrews, | 
of the State of New York; 
An act granting a pension to Thurston Cornell; | 
An act granting a pension to Stephen ae 
An act granting a pension to Harvey Reynolds; | 
An act for the relief of Dr. Sylvester Nash; | 
An act grantin&.a pension to Stephen Appleby; | 
An act for the relief of David Rollins; 
An act for the relief of William Sloan; 


| 
| 
} 


| 
| 





| An act granting a pension to Gilbert Sprague | 
\| Fish; 
An act for the relief of Wright Hurlburt; 
An act for the relief of John Grimball, sen.; 
An act for the relief of Eliphalet Spafford; 





|| Ross, widow of Lieutenant Andrew Ross; | 
An act granting arrears of pension to Josiah 
|| Westlake; 
| An act for the relief of Henry Grady, of Ma- | 
‘| con county, North Carolina; 
\| An act for the relief of the representatives of | 
|| John Addoms; 
(| An act for the relief of Nicholas Phelan, heir- 
|| at-law of John Phelan; 
An act for the relief of Rosaline Prudhomme; 
An act for the relief of Dennis Tramell; 
An act granting a pension to David Mellen; 
An act for the relief of Benjamin F. Wesley; | 
An act for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun; | 
An act for the relief of William B. Livesay; 
An act for the relief of Philip Catner; 
An act for the relief of Isaac Miller; 
An act for the relief of Peter Samuel Jaccard; 
An act for the relief of the heirs of James Ma- | 
glenen, late of the city of Baltimore, deceased; 
| An act for the relief of John Newton; 
An act for the relief of Jean B. Valle; 
An act granting a pension to William Harper, | 
of South Carolina; 
An act granting a pension to Mary Updegraff, | 
of Butler county, Pennsylvania; 





An act granting a pension to Benjamin Price, | 


of New Jersey; 
An act granting a pension to Conrad Widrig; | 

An act for the relief of Barton Hooper; 

An act for the relief of Charles Risley; 

| An act for the relief of John Keeler; 
An act for the relief of Sarah Angle and other | 


| heirs of Benjamin King; 

| An act for the relief of John Howe; 
! An act for the relief of the widow of John | 
|| March, deceased; 





|| An act for the relief of Dr. J. M. Foltz; 

|| An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
| of Joshua, Huddy; 
| An act for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester; | 
| An act for the relief of Joseph Jackson; 

| An act granting a pension to Elijah Foochee; 
|| An act for the relief of certain officers of the 
|, Florida militia; 

| An act for the relief of Samuel Hoffman; 

An act for the relief of Robert Milnor and John | 








|| Thompson; 
| An act for the relief of the executors of Robert | 
‘| McFarland; { 


| of the State of Virginia; 


|| An act granting an increase of pension to Ann || 


An act granting a pension to Reuben Murray 


An act for the relief of Charles Bennes; 

An act for the relief of Menzies Gilespie; 

An act granting a pension to Chauncey Rice. 

An act for the relief of James B. Rice; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Crock:, 
Sampson; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Sumpter; ang 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of George C. Willard. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to recon. 


|| sider the votes by which the bills entitled ** An ac, 


for the relief of Jamison and Williamson,” ang 
** An act for the relief of Cornelius Taylor,” were 
passed, and to postpone the question on their re. 


|| consideration until Friday next; which motion the 


House agreed to. 
The House then took up for consideration the 


| bill for the relief of James P. Carlton, which had 


been postponed until this day; and after a debate 

|in which Messrs. RUSSELL and REED op. 

| posed, and Messrs. THOMAS and PETRIKIN 

| advocated, the passage of the same, 

Mr. REED moved to recommit it ta the com. 

_ mittee that reported it, with instructions to report 

| the facts of the case to the Howse. 

A further debate ensued, in which Messrs, 

| SIBLEY, CHAMBERS, and REED spoke ip 
favor of the motion to recommit, and Messrs, 
CORWIN and HAMER advocated the passage 
of the bill; and after several divisions on motions 

| to adjourn, and finally to recommit, the House 

| found itself without a quorum; and 

On motion of Mr. HALL, the House adjourned, 


Mownpay, February 4, 1839. 
Mr. McKEAN presented the petition and dov- 


An act granting a pension to John Clark; IN SENATE. 


| uments of A. & G. Ralston & Co., of Philadel- 


| phia, praying to be refunded certain duties paid 


on railroad iron; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


‘| Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented a joint res- 


| olution of the General Assembly of that State, on 
the subject of a canal around the falls of Ohio, on 


| the Indiana side; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Roads and Canals. 
| _ Mr. S. also presented a joint resolution of that 


| State, relative to the construction of the Cumber- 


\| land road; which was laid on the table, the sub- 


_ ject having passed from the Senate. 


| Mr. 8S. also presented a joint resolution of the 


|| General Assembly of Indiana, on the subject of 


| a grant of lands to support an institution in that 
| State for the education of the deaf and dumb; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. NORVELL presented two memorials from 


|| sundry citizens of Michigan, and one from citi- 


zens of Chicago, praying for an appropriation for 
| the improvement of the harbor of Port Shelden. 
| Also, the report of the civil engineer who exam- 
ined and surveyed said harbor; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of sun- 
dry merchants of New York, praying that a law 
may be passed compelling the Government to pay 
| the costs in suits to which the Government is a 
| party, and which may be decided against it; which 
was referred to the Conamites on Finance. _ 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Philip 
Kearney, presenting a plan for a system of f- 
nance. Mr. W. said the memorialist was an in- 
telligent and respectable merchant of New York, 
who entertained great confidence in the import- 
ance and utility of his system, but that he (Mr. 
W.) dissented altogether from the conclusions to 
which the memorialist had arrived; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr, YOUNG presented the memorial of a num- 
| ber of citizens of the State of Illinois, asking for 
| the establishment of a mail route; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. é 

Mr. Y. also presented certain joint resolutions 

of the Legislature of Illinois, asking for the pas- 

sage of a law to establish a permanent system 0 

| preémption rights for actual settlers on the public 

| lands; also, for the passage of a law providing 

| for the sale of the public lands in small quantities 














1839. 


toactual 8 
nittee on 
* Mr. CA 
Stock brid 
ensated | 
he Comr 
; Mr. NC 
seph Lor 
lost or de 
ain; whit 
Claims. 
Mr. Ri! 
Common 
District © 
Committ 
Mr. R¢ 
heirs of I 
army, pr 
ceased; W 
Revolutic 
Mr. S81 
adopted b 
resenting 
State, ani 
izing the 
The re 
Mr. C 
single ob 
passed o 
ver chan; 
but exist 
that disp 
ver coin 
pill, Th 
it became 
exported 
was mo 
hence, h 
Carolina 
tion on t 
northern 
silver ch 
Mr.S 
resolutio 
he had | 
would h: 
Senator 
notice th 
tions on 
due to h 
these re 
ply. H 
laid dow 
regard t 
of silver 
produce 
hoardin, 
lieu of i 
believe | 
uons we 
Mr. ¢ 
permitt 
servatio 
olutions 
to whic 
He hay 
ago, a ¢ 
man, in 
that the 
effeets ¢ 
by redu 
came le 
than si 
exporte 
dicted 
passag 
value o 
the cor 
not be 
vantag. 
but silt 
export 
made i 
sent ak 
accord 
just re 
of our 
Mr. 
tucky 
which 
change 
& scar 
large. 
he kne 








io actual settlers; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 3 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 

Stockbridge tribe of Indians, praying to be com- 
ensated for certain losses; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Jo- 
seph Loranger, asking compensation for property 
lost or destroyed during the war with Great Brit- 
ain; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. ‘ 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of the 
Common Council of the town of Aléxandria, 
pistrict of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ROANE also presented the petition of the 
heirs of Thomas West, late of the revolutionary 
army, praying for the commutation due the de- 
ceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. STRANGE presented certain resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of North Carolina, rep- 
resenting the scarcity of specie change in that 
State, and asking for the passage of a law author- 
izing the branch mints to coin silver change. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, wished to make a 
single observation on the subject, before it was 
passed over. This complaint of the want of sil- 
ver change was not confined to North Carolina, 
but existed in other places, and was produced b 
that disproportionate value between gold and sil- 
ver coin which originated in the celebrated gold 
vill. The effect of this bill was this: that when 
it became necessary to export specie, silver was 
exported in preference to gold, because the silver 
#s more valuable in foreign countries, and 
hence, he apprehended, was the scarcity.in North 
Carolina. He had lately received a communica- 
tion on this subject from one of our commercial 
northern cities, which attributed the scarcity of 
silver change to this cause. 

Mr. STRANGE said that when he offered the 
resolutions of the Legislature of North Carolina, 
he had not the slightest expectation that they 
would have given rise to any debate; but as the 
Senator from Kentucky had thought proper to 
notice them, for the purpose of introducing no- 
tions on the subject of the currency, he felt it 
due to himself and his constituents, from whom 
these resolutions emanated, to make a brief re- 
ply. He wholly dissented from the position 
laid down by the Senator from Kentucky, with 
regard to the causes which produced a scarcit 
of silver change. ‘It was not exportation which 
produced this scarcity, but it arose from the 
hoarding of silver by the banks, who issued, in 
lieu of it, their small notes. In fact, he did not 
believe that silver coins of the lower denomina- 
ions were ever exported. 

Mr. CLAY, of Renucky; hoped he might be 
permitted, without offense, to make a few ob- 
servations on the subject presented by these res- 
olutions, particularly as it was one of importance, 
to which his attention had been recently directed. 
He happened to receive, but a very few days 
ago, a communication from an intelligent peer 
man, in one of our principal seaports, affirming 
that the scarcity of silver change was one of the 
effects of the passage of the gold bill; because, 
by reducing the standard of the gold coin, it be- 
came less valuable as an article of exportation 
than silver, and, therefore, the latter was always 
exported. Now this was exactly what was pre- 
dicted by himself and others, at the time of the 
passage of the law, for the adjustment of the 
value of the two coins; and the result has proved 
the correctness of the prediction. Gold could 
not be exported under that law, without disad- 
vantage, unless exchange was greatly against us; 
but silver can profitably be exported, and when 
exportation becomes necessary, it is of course 
made in that species of coin in which it can be 
sent abroad without loss. This was exactly in 
accordance with the information which he had 

Just received from an intelligent source, in one 
of our large commercial cities. 

Mr. NILES thought the Senator from Ken- 
tueky [Mr. Ciay] was mistaken in the causes to 
which he had attributed the scarcity of silver 
Change, and that he was mistaken in the fact that 
® scarcity of change existed in the country at 
large. He thought there was no such scarcity; 
he knew, in many places, itwas abundant. With- 
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| value in a foreign market would be lost, and it 
| could only be disposed of as bullion to be re- 
| coined, occasioning much loss by the process. 
| There may bea scarcity of change in some States, 
| but this is the result of their paper systems. The 
| hostility of paper to silver is well known; in- 








ceive it. This was a convincing proof that there 
was abundance of it. Itis known to every one 
who has inquired into this subject, that silver 
change is never exported, because its nominal 


deed, so hostile is it, that where it has the power 
even silver fippennybits are driven out of circula- 
tion. What was the result in Philadelphia, where 
the Mint was located, during the Iate suspension? 


In that city, which, previous to the suspension, | 


was thoroughly saturated with silver change, 
after the barrier was broken down, and the emis- 
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in his own experience, banks had refused to re- | 


, tor and his constituents? 


sion of shinplasters authorized, no change what- || 


ever could be procured. In a single night, the 
state of things was completely changed. 
of an abundance of silver change, there was an 
entire absence of it. 
always follow a similar cause;*and to the exten- 
sion of our paper system, the circulation of one 


dollar may we much more appropriately look for 
the scarcity of silver change than the operations 
of the gold bill of 1836. 

Mr. STRANGE said that, upon reflection, he 
was entirely satisfied that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky was grossly mistaken in the positions laid 
down by him. Every man knew that there had 
been a great increase of specie in the country, 
since the passage of the gold bill. 


be partly in silver and partly in gold. 


Instead | 


And a similar result will | 


Now this in- | 


157, 


from the Legislature of North Carolina instruct- 
ing her Senators were presented, he had offered 
some remarks because they adverted to matters 
of general interest; and if an incorrect report of 
them had gone forth to the world, no one could 
regret it more than he did. He would have been 
pleased had the discussion been published just 
as it occurred in the Senate, but he had no 
agency or control of the subject. So much for 
that matter. This morning the Senator presents 
resolutions on the subject of silver change, and 
I, having within a few days received commu- 
nications from different sections of the country 
on the same subject, think proper to make a few 
remarks: was this interfering between the Sena- 
He thought not. But 
the Senator seems to think that Lam mistaken in 
the cause to which I attributed the scarcity of sil- 
ver change, viz: the unequal valuation of the gold 
bill. But did not facts bear out the assertion? 
Look at the importation of specie since the pas- 
sage of the gold bill. Is it not almost exclusively 
ingold? And why? Because of the appreciation 
of that metal and the depreciation of silver by that 


| bill. This affords a greater profit on the import- 
dollar notes and notes for a fractional part of a || 


ation of gold, and hence there is not a propor- 


| tionate supply of silver—the metal which fur- 
| nishes change. So, too, when exchange with for- 
|| eign nations is against us, and it becomes profit- 
| able to export specie, it is found more advantage- 
| ous to send silver than gold; and hence a cause 
| of the scarcity of change in Philadelphia, New 


York, and other cities, which are more immedi- 


| ately subject to be drained of their specie by their 
| contiguity to our commerce. He did not consider 
crease could not be altogether in gold, but must || 


He was || 


also satisfied that there could not be the difference || 


in value, between the gold and silver coinage, 
which the Senator from Kentucky supposed, for 
he believed that their relative value was as nicely 
adjusted as it was possible for human ingenuity 


to do it; indeed this was shown to be the case by | 


the prices current in foreign countries. 

The Senator from Kentucky had attributed the 
disappearance of silver specie to exportation, and 
he attributed it to the hoarding of it by the banks, 
and partly by individuals Change was a thing 
that was never exported. The country must be 
reduced to the lowest ebb before it would suffer 
the inconvenience and loss of sending it abroad, 
because it must go as mere bullion, to be recoined, 
in the countries to which itis sent. &very man 
of reason and reflection could see at once the true 
cause for this scarcity; and upon the soundest 
principles of philosphy, when one good cause 

resented itself, it was idle to search for another. 

e would not have troubled the Senate with these 
remarks, but for the immediate connection the 
subject had with his constituents and himself, and 
but for the false position laid dawn by the Sea- 
ator from Kentucky. 

That Senator seemed to have taken North Caro- 
lina under his especial charge, and to have felt 
himself called upon to take part in the public 
struggles within her. When he and his col- 
league, some time ago, introduced certain resolu- 
tions coming from their State, the Senator took 
the unusual course of appearing as the advocate 
of one of the political parties of that State, and, 
in a lengthened address, assigning his views as 
to the complexion of the documentand the course 
of the North Carolina Senators on this floor. 
And what followed? 
of the debate was immediately sent out, in one 


Why, a garbled statement | 


of the papers of this city, in advance of the true | 
statement containing the answers of his colleague || 


and himself; and no doubt the intended effect | 


was produced before the contradiction could over- 


in every Whig 
the case now? 
olutions, the Senator from Kentucky, who seems 


aper in the State. V 


himself infallible on this subject, but in express- 
ing his views or theories on the matter he did not 
think he was doing anything improper in an 
American citizen or a member of the Senate. 
Mr. STRANGE was very unwilling to prolong 
this debate, but he had been drawn into it very 
unexpectedly and unwillingly. He had assumed 
a position, which he felt bound to maintain the 
truth and reason of. He said that the Senator 
from Kentucky was guilty of a petitio principii— 


that he had assumed a principle not founded on 


fact. This the Senator had denied; but in the 


| course of his remarks, he had shown a better 


reason for the disappearance of silver change than 
he had given in the beginning; and if he was 
right, there was no reason for its exportation, but 
a very good reason for its importation, 

The Senatorcould not escape from his position, 
for whatever relative difference there was between 
gold and silver, paper was still cheaper than either, 
He admitted that the number of one dollar notes 
was greatly reduced. But small bills, even as 
low as three dollars, were still in circulation toa 


| great extent, and these, as long as they were per- 


| terest in hoarding specie. 


mitted to circulate, had the tendency to exclude 
change from circulation, and cause it to be hoard- 
ed. The Senator said that the banks had no in- 
But this argument 


| could not stand, for it was their interest to hold 


on to all the specie they could get, so as to cireu- 


| late their own notes, and this was the true cause 


| for the disappearance of change. 


It was, there- 
fore, perfectly idle to search for any other cause, 
or to talk about the exportation of the smaller 
coin which never was resorted to. When the 
gold bill was passed it was not to elevate gold, 
but to bring it to its true value when compared 
with silver. It was contended that the gold coin 


| was above par, and was, consequently, so valu- 


| 


take the misrepresentation, which was published | 


to take such an interest in that State, rises in his | 


place and assumes a position in relation to them 


which, if uncontradicted, will have an unfavor- | 


able effect on the public mind. We must (said 
Mr. S.) be more fortunate now than usual, if the 
contradiction accompanies the assertion. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said he was un- 
willing to prolong this discussion, but he would 
assure the Senator from North Carolina that he 
had not the least inclination to interfere between 
him and his constituents. When the resolutions 


able for exportation that it could not remain in 
the country. The bill was, therefore, passed to 
remedy that evil, and he had no doubt but ithad 
effected that object. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he did not intend to enter 


into a discussion of the relative value of gold and 


hat was || 
hese being North Carolina res- || 


silver coins, but to express the opinion that the 
object of the Legislature of North Carolina, and 


| the object of the people of the southern Atlantic 


and southwestern States was to obtain a supply 
of silver thange in place of the odious shinpias- 
ters which now infested the interior. With proper 
legislation, it was obvious that that object could 
be effected greatly tu the interest of the people, 
without any expense to the Government. It was 
known to all acquainted with mining operations, 
that where gold was found there was a propor- 
tion of silver found with it. Now, under the ex- 
isting laws, the branch mints were not allowed to 
coin silver change, though they had had a suffi- 
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ciency of silver dix that purpose, which, if coined, 


would not be exported, but go into the circula- 
tion of the country, in place of those filthy shin- 
plasters which now usurped their place. That 
was the object of these resolutions; and it was 
out of place to go into any foreign causes for the 
searcity complained of, 

Mr. BENTON applauded the sound and prac- 
tical views presented by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, [Mr. Lumpxin,]and considered what he said 
to be entirely conclusive on the point to which he 
directed his observations. He did not rise to add 


anything to those remarks, but to call the atten- | 


tion of the Senate to a report from the Secretary 
of the Treasury which had just been printed and 
laid on our tables,and which might not yet have 
been observed by members. Itwasa report which 
contained the precise information which this con- 


versational debate required, and which would | 
show how great was the error of supposing that 


gold coin had been overvalued in the United States 
by the act of 1834, and how far that act was from 
preventing an importation of silver, or causing it 
to be exported, or banishing silver change. 

It would be recollected that the friends of hard 


money had passed two bills in 1834—a silver bill | 


as well asa gold bill. The object of the latter 
was to correct the error of our gold standard; the 
object of the former was to repeal the law passed 
by the United States Bank party in 1819, to ille- 
galize the circulation of all silver except Spanish 
milled dollars, of which, in consequence of the 
cessation of the Spanish dominion over Mexico 
and South America, there were no longer any 
coined. It was, therefore, an act to illegalize the 
circulation of the only silver which came to us. 
At the time of the passage of these bills, the 
most lugubrious vaticinations were indulged in 
by the paper-money party. They were incessant 
and vehement in their declarations that the hard- 
money currency was ruined; that gold was de- 
based; that it would supersede silver, prevent its 
importation, cause its exportation, and drive it 
out of the country; and that we should have no 
hard-money currency but a debased gold coin- 
age. These were the declarations incontinently 
repeated at that time; and now, after upwards of 


four years’ experience, how stands the fact? 


Sir, the fact stands thus: that so far from prevent- 
ing the importation of silver, the actual importa- 
tion of that coin has exceeded thirty-five million 
dollars since the passage of the gold bil!; being 
the largest importation of that coin which has 


ever taken place since the establishment of the | 


Federal Government. Somuch for importation. 

Now for the exportation. And here it is seen 
that the export, instead of being confined to sil- 
ver, was, at the only time that a commercial 
exportation took place, which was in the spring 
of 1837, when the banks suspended, far larger of 
gold, in proportion to the quantity of the two 
metals which was in the country, than it was of 
silver. ‘The report of the Secrétary of the Treas- 
ury shows that the export of gold was, during 
that year, $1,828,000, while the export of silver 
was only $2,756,000. Now, the quantity of sil- 
ver in the country at that time was at least four 
times greater than that of gold; and therefore the 
export of silver should have been eight or nine 
millions to have been in proportion to the gold, 
while it was not, in fact, so much as one million 
more. ‘Thus itis proved that our gold bill has 


neither prevented the importation of silver, nor | 


cansed itsexportation. There is upwards of sev- 
enty millions of silver now in the country, besides 
the gold; and the only cause of its disappearance 
from circulation is in the deluge of small notes 


with which the paper-money party floods the | 


land, 


So much for,silver; with respect to gold, the | 
same report shows that we have imported about | 


twenty-six millions, either in gold coin or bullion, 
since the passage of the gold bill; that there has 
been coined of the former gold of the United States 
about a million and a quarter; and of native bul- 
lion about two millions and a half; making an 
acquisition of that metal, in about four years, of 
$30,000,000, without counting what came in by 
emigrants and escaped registry at the custom- 
houses. The whole acquisition of gold and silver 
since 1852, when the United States Bank charter 
was vetoed, and, when our hard-money policy 
firstcommenced, is at least eighty millions; which, 


added to $20,000,000 which was in the country at 
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that time, makes at least one hundred millions 
now in the country. 

Besides the view of our acquisition of gold and 
silver since the two hard-moncy bills of 1834, the 
same report of the Seeretary of the Treasury 


shows us the state of the circulation of the Bank | 


of the United States during the whole period of its 
existence; and this statement shows us that the 
quantity of gold now in the United States is near 
three times the average circulation of that bank, 
and near one third more than it ever was, at its 
most expanded period. The average circulation 
of that 


This being the case, we ought to have a 
plentiful gold currency; we ought to have three 
times as much gold in circulation as we formerly 
had of United States Bank notes. But this ts not 
the case, and why? Because the banks hoard the 
gold, and will not pay it out in redemption of 


| guard against this pestilence; and it is our bys). 


ank was only $11,000,000; its highest |: 
annual circulation was only $22,000,000, while | 
our gold coin is now actually about thirty mil- |! 
| lions, 


their notes, and because the Government of the |; 


United States encourages and fosters that practice 


| of the banks by dispensing with the use of gold, 


| requires. 


and using the notes of the banks in the collection 


and disbursement of its revenue. As long as this | 


is the case—so long as the Federal Government 


uses bank paper-—gold will remain locked up in | 
the banks; and there will be no way to get it out 


of them but to make them overflow—to gorge 
them—to bring so much gold into the country 
that the banks cannot hoard the whole of it. 
This is another proof that gold is not debased 
by our new law. If it was debased—if it was 
reduced below its relative value to sil ver—it would 
be always paid out in preference to silver, but it 
itis not so paid out. On the contary, itis hugged 


and hoarded by the banks; they will give silver | 


for their notes, but they make apologies when 
you want gold, 

There is still another proof on this head; it is 
to be found in every price current. Look to the 


relative value of American gold and silver in any | 


one of these papers, and you will always find it 
to be about equal. Spanish milled dollars—those 


_ another reason for an ample supply of it. 


| osition, 
| its conviction of the value of silver circulation, by 
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of the Union has no silver change of our coings. 
It will take years of close work at all our mints 
to give us the supply of this change which Fran 
and England has, say three dollars a head to on. 
person of their whole population. It will take 
several years to attain that point; and we need it 
more than the French and English do; for we hav. 
to guard against the ee party; we hay, 
to guard against another deluge of shinplasters », 
the next suspension of the banks; we havo , 


‘) 


us 


ness to provide such an ample supply of silye, 
change that there can be no pretext for another 
issue of this pestiferous stuff. 

Silver change is never exported; and this js 
Two 
or three dollars a head, for our whole Population, 


‘ought to be coined in twenty-five cent, ten cep: 
| re 


and five cent pieces. 
Mr. BROWN observed that he was not in }yis 


| seat when his honorable colleague presented tie 


resolutions, but he had heard a part of the deha:s 
which had grown out of them. He rose now fy; 


| the purpose of declining to enter into the diseys. 


sion on what he considered a mere abstract prop. 
The Senate had given the best proof of 


passmg the bill which he introduced at the early 
part of the session, to authorize the branch mints 
to coin silver chunge. He had now nothing jy. 
ther to say than to express the hope that this )jl! 


tah 


would revive a favorable consideration in another 


| quarter. 


On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the resolutions 


| were then laid on the table, and ordered to |e 


with a Spanish King’s head, especially the pillar || 


dollars, the column of Hercules dollars—they 


bear a premium, because they are wanted for ex- | 


portation to the East, where their currency, for 
three centuries and a half, has made them the 
most acceptable foreign coin which can be carried 


—= 


printed. ° 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Han. 
nah Sanford; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of the northern portion of the 
State of Illinois, asking for the establishment of 
a new land office; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition froma 
number of citizens residing on the northern fron- 


| tiers of the United States, representing the great 


advantages that would result from having a steam 
revenue cutter on Lake Erie; which was referrcd 


| to the Committee on Commerce. 


to the Asiatic or African countries; but American | 
gold coin and silver are even in the market. No, 
sir; gold does not expel silver, but small bank | 


notes and shinplasters do expel it. 
party, and the banks in their interest, do all they 
ean to banish both gold and silver; and it is the 
bounden duty of the Federal Government to cease 
to be accessory to another explosion of the banks 
by continuing to dispense with the use of coin, 
and continuing to use paper money. Another 
explosion is coming. It will come as certainly 
as the revolution of the seasons; and the Federal 
Government should foresee the event, and pro- 


vide against it by going back to the act of 1789; | 


and acting upon that act, and receiving nothing 
but gold and silver in payment of its revenues. 


This would check bank expansions, and protect | 


the country as well as the Federal Treasury. 
Atten and a half premium on foreign exchange, 
exportation of specie begins. The cotton deal- 
ing Bank of the United States can put it up to 
that point any day it pleases. It put it up in 


May of 1837; the exportation of specie imme- | 
diately began; and over every parcel exported | 
the paper-money party shouted, exulted, and tri- || 


he i ri y achieved, || . 
umphed, as if a great victory had been | ported on House bills that had been referred 


And so it will be again. The premium on for- 
eign exchange is now upwards of nine per cent- 
um; itcan be made ten and ahalf at any moment; 
then for exporting specie, triumphing again, more 
panics, shutting up banks, and charging the whole 


upon the Democratic Administration. 
To return to the North Carolina resolution; it | 
is a wise, just, and necessary measure which it | 
The branch mints should coin silver | 


change; they will be able to supply it to districts 


of interior country, which cannot obtain supplies || 
from New Orleans or Philadelphia. This Ad- 
ministration, and that of General Jackson, have | 


begun to furnish a national supply of silver 


A political | 


change. They have done much; but it is only the | 


commencement of what ought to be done. 
country does not yet feel the supply. Nine tenths 


The || 


Mr. B. also presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Philadelphia, praying for an appro- 
priation to create an artificial harbor at the mouth 
of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal; which 
was referred to the same committee, 

Also, the petition of Job Whittall, of Philadel- 
phia, asking for relief from Congress in consid- 


eration of the sufferings and services of his father 


during the revolutionary war; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Mrs. Mira Alexander, daughter and heir- 
at-law of Colonel George Madison, deceased; 
which, after some remarks from Mr. C., was read 
and ordered to a second reading, and the report 
accompanying the bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Commitee 
on Public Lands, reported without amendment 
the joint resolution in favor of Wright, 
of New York, and the bills for the relief of Na- 





| than H. Boon and Samuel Dickerson. 


Also, with amendment, the bill for the relief of 
John Wiley and Jefferson Greer. 
Messrs. PRENTISS and FULTON also re- 


the same committee. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on F'- 


nance, reported without amendment the bill from 
the House making appropriations for the pay- 
/ ment of the revolutionary and other pensioners 
of the United States, 


Mr. MORRIS,- from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported unfavorably on the bill from the 
House for the relief of Hulbert Taylor. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The following bills were severally read the 
third time, and passed: 
A bill for the relief of the securities of Elias 
B. Langham, late surveyor general for the Stales 
of Missouri and Illinois; 
A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to 
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oe heirs and legal representatives of Francis 


deceased 5 ‘ ‘ ee 
for the relief of the assignees of Louis || 


i} 


Rivaud, 

A bill | 
Baron de Ferrier; 3 3 1} 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and |, 
the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholo- | 
mew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; 

A bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy; | 

A bill to continue in force an act for the final | 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, | 
approved July 9, 1832, and the act supplemental | 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 

4 bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Louis- || 
ana, ome 
“A bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, 
and John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor heirs-at-law of Samuel Hill, || 
deceased 5 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, of | 
Louisiana; 

A bill to authorize John E. Metcalf and others | 
to locate certain preémption claims to land in In- 
diana; 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled ‘* An 
act to amend an act for the appointment of com- 
missioners to adjust the claims to reservations of 
land under the fourteenth article of the treaty of | 
1830, with the Choctaw Indians;”’ 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame de 
Lusser and their legal representatives; 

A billto confirm the title to a certain tract of | 
land in the county of Mobile; 

A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

A bill for the relief of General Matthew Ar- | 
buckle; || 
A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish of 
Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest | 

of the United States to a certain tract of land; 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Elihu Hail Bay; 
A bill for the relief of the legal heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Wm. Conway; : || 
A bill for the relief of Pierre Barthe; . 
A bill for the relief of Daniel Marsack; and | 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava. 


HEIRS OF J. J. BULOW. 
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So the rules were suspended, and the resolution | 
being before the House, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, said, appre- 
hending there might be considerable discussion 
on this resolution, and seeing no necessity for it, 
he demanded the previous question; which was 
seconded—70 to 58—and the main question or- 
dered—72 to 59—put, and carried. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. PENNYBACKER asked the indulgence 


| of the House to present some petitions, stating 


that he had been kept away by very severe indis- 
position from attending in his place. The leave 


| was granted unanimously, and Mr. P. presented 
| the petitions; they were appropriately referred. 
* 


PAUPERS AND CONVICTS. 


Mr. RUSSELL rose and said it would be in 
the recollection of the House, that last session 


|| the select committee on the subject had reported 
| a bill to prevent the introduction of foreign pau- 


pers and convicts into the United States. Subse- 
quent events have shown the importance of that 
bill, and the necessity of action upon it, and he, 
therefore, moved that the bill be made the special 
order for next Thursday week. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped no more special 
orders would be adopted, especially as they had 
several already. 

Other objections were made. 

Mr. RUSSELL moved a suspension of the 
rules, but the motion was rejected. 


RESOLUTIONS OF VERMONT. 
This being petition day, the SPEAKER an- 


nounced, as the first business in order, the joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of .Vermont, pre- 


| sented two weeks ago by Mr. Evererv, on the 
| Subject of the abolition of slavery in the District 


of Columbia, the slave trade, &e., which Mr. E. 
had moved to have read, printed, and referred toa 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The Spcaxer had decided that these resolu- 
tions fell within the operation of Mr. Aruerton’s 
resolution of the 12th of December, and that they 
must go on the table, in the words of that order, 
without being reed, printed, debated, or referred. 

Mr. Everert took an appeal from that decis- 


, ion; and 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate 
took up the bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
J. Bulow, deceased; and after some remarks from 
Mr. H, 

Mr. NILES moved to postpone the bill till the 
first Monday of December next. 

A debate then ensued, in which 
NILES, HUBBARD, STRANGE, MORRIS, | 
BAYARD, BUCHANAN, PRESTON, and 
CRITTENDEN, participated; when, on taking 
the question, the motion to postpone was lost— 
yeas 19, nays 20. 

The question then recurring on ordering the | 
bill to be engrossed fora third reading, the debate | 
was continued by Messrs. YOUNG, NILES, 
LUMPKIN, WHITE, KING, and NORVELL; 
after which the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, yeas 19, nays 19—the President 
giving the casting vote in the affirmative. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Messrs. || 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Monpay, February 4, 1839. 
Mr. PARKER asked leave to submit the fol- 





lowing resolution: 


tesolved, That the Select Committee on Public Printing 
have leave to employ a clerk. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. P. moved a suspension of the rules, stating 
that there was a great mass of testimony to be 
taken, and the committee could not get on without | 
this assistance. 

The rales were suspended—90 to 42—and the 
resolution concurred in. 

Mr. DAVIS asked the consent of the House | 
'o take up the resolution submitted by him on | 
Monday last to change the time of the daily hour |, 
af meeting to eleven o’clock, a. m. 

Ovjection being made, 

Mr. D. moved a suspension of the rules, and || 
the yeas and nays having been ordered on his | 
demand,were taken, and were—yeas 114, nays 54. |: 





| tion thereon; but 


Mr. Bronson had demanded the previous ques- 
Mr. Parris had moved to lay the appeal on the 

table; and this was the motion now pending. 
Mr. PARRIS now withdrew his motion, as did 


|| Mr. BRONSON his demand for the previous ques- 
| tion; and, therefore, the question recurred en the 


appeal. 

rl ir. EVERETT briefly drew the attention of 
the Chair to that branch of the resolutions pro- 
testing against the resolution of the 12th of De- 
cember, and insisted that, by no implication, could 
that portion of the former be said to have any- 
thing to do with slavery. 

The SPEAKER said he had not decided that 
that branch of the resolution, taken by itself, fell 
within the operation of that order of the House; 
but there were other portions of them relating to 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
the admission of new States without the recogni- 


| tion of slavery, and the suppression of the slave 
|| trade between the States, which clearly fell within 
, that order. 


Mr. EVERETT made some further remarks 
on the point; when 
The 


cision substantially as follows: certain joint res- 


olutions were presented from the Legislature of || 


Vermont, embracing, among other things, the 
subject of the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, the slave trade between the States, 
and the admission of new States into the Union 
The Chair decided that these portions of the me- 
morial or resolutions, under the order of the House 
of the 12th of December last, would lie on the 
table. Any other portion of the resolutions which 
merely went to protest against that order, would 
not fall within the operation of it. Upon present- 


ing these resolutions, the gentleman from Ver- . 


mont moved that they be read, printed, and re- 
ferred to a committee-—— 

Mr. EVERETT. To a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


|| erigg 
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The SPEAKER. It is the same thing. The 
Chair then reiterated several former decisions of 
the House, identical with the one then under con- 
sideration. In the first session of the Twenty- 
Fourth Congress, while the select committee raised 
under the resolution of Mr. Pinckney, on the sub- 
ject of slavery, was in existence, a gentleman 
from Virginia, not now a member of this House, 
(Mr. Patton,) presented certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of that State on the subject of 
abolition, and moved their reference to that com- 
mittee, with certain instructions. There was an 
existing order then in force for the reference of 
all papers on this subject to that select committee 
under similar prohibitions against being read, 
debated, &c., and under the general phraseology 
of that order, the present Speaker decided that 
resolutions of State Legislatures fell within its 
order. From that decision Mr. Patton took an 
appeal, and upon a solemn vote of the House the 
decision was sustained by a vote of 143 to 40. 
Upon the point as to reading such resolutions, the 
same question was decided at the same time, and 
again at the subsequent sessions, viz: that, under 
the then existing orders, they could not be read. 
At the same session of that Congress a memorial 
on the subject of abolition, &c., was presented by 
the same gentleman from Vermont, who asked 
for its reading. The Speaker decided it must go 
to the select committee without reading, and the 
House acquiesced in that decision. At the second 
session of that Congress, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] after the adoption 
of an order similar to the one now in force, pre- 
sented a memorial on the subject of abolition, and 
called for its reading. The Speaker decided that 


' it must go on the table without being read, printed, 


or referred, reciting the words of the order. An 
appeal was taken from this degision, and the ap- 
peal was laid on the table. On the same occasion, 
Mr. Adams presented upwards of twenty other 
similar petitions, and asked the reading of each. 
The Speaker made the same decision in each case, 
the genleman appealed in —_ one of them, and 
the appeals were severally laid on the table by a 
vote of the House, These questions had been 
repeatedly settled by the House. 

Mr. BRONSON had inteded at first (he said) 
to demand the previous question, but he now 
moved to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays 
on that motion; which, being ordered, were— 
yeas 122, nays 44; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Belly Bicknell, Biddle, 
Birdsall, Bronson, Buchanan, Cambreleng, Carter, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, Clowney, Con- 
nor, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Davee, Deber 
ry, De Graff, Dunn, Edwards, Ewing, Farrington, Fry, 
Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, Hawes, 
flawkins, Herod, Holsey, Robert M. ‘T. Hunter, Thomas 
B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Jotin- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingenemith, Le- 
gare, Leadbetter, Loomis, Mallory, Martin, Maxwell, Me- 
Kay, Robert McCletian, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 

| Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Noble, Palmer, Parmenter, Parris, Payater, Pen- 
| nybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Piumer, Pope, Potter, Pratt, 
John Ul. Prentiss, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Reily, Richardson, 
| Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles 
Shepard, Sheplor, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, 
| Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thompson, Titus, 
; Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Albert 8. White, John White, Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
| liams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph [,. Williams, Christopher 


|| Hl. Williams, Word, Worthington, and Yelt—122. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, Ay- 
Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Caihoun, Clark, 


o5) 


|| Cranston, Darlington, Davies, Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, 


PEAKER stated the grounds of his de- | 


Isaac Fletcher, Richard Fletcher, Giddings, Goode, Gren- 
nell, Halsted, Hastings, Henry, Lincoln, Sampson Mason, 
McKenuan, Matthias Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Peck, 
Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Ridgway, Robinson, 
| Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Sibley, Siade, Tillinghast, 
' and Toland—44. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved to refer that por- 
tion of the resolutions relating only to the reso- 
lution of the 12th of December to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay it on the 


table; which was agreed to without a division. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Petitions and memorials were then called for, 


and were presented by 
Messrs. SLADE, FLETCHER, AL- 
/ LAN, of Vermont. 


{Mr. Aran presented the petition of one hun- 


- 


and 
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dred and seventeen citizens of St. Albans, in | the 
Vermont, for the recognition of the Republic of || ron promot from Kirkville, Onondaga county, 
Hayti. Also, the petition of one hundred and | 
twenty-one citizens of St. Albans, in Vermont, 


for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia and Territory of Florida, and to prohibit 
the traffic in slaves between the States. Also, 
the petition of one hundred and twenty citizens 
of St. Albans, in Vermont, against the admission 
of any new State into the Union whose constitu- 
tion tolerates slavery, and against the annexation 
of Texas. | 


Messrs. MARVIN, RUSSELL, BICKNELL, | 


BEERS, GALLUP, NOBLE, VANDERVEER, 
SPENCER, KEMBLE, GRANT, CAMBRE- 
LENG, McCLELLAN, PRATT, BRONSON, 
TAYLOR, CLARKE, EDWARDS, MITCH- 
ELL, CHILDS, PECK, PUTNAM, MOORE, 
BIRDSALL, LOOMIS, DE GRAFF, HOFF- 
MAN, and SIBLEY, of New York. 

(Mr. Spencer presented the petition of forty- 
three Whigs, three Democrats, and nineteen 
women, of the town of Bombay, in the State of 
New York, for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia; also, against the admis- 
sion of Texas. Also, the same persons’ petition 
for the recognition of Hayti. Also, the petition 
of A. C. Brown, and about one hundred others, 
citizens of the fourteenth congressional district 
in the State of New York, on the subject of our 
neutral relations with Great Britain. 

Mr. McCre.uan presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Troy, New York, praying an alteration 
in the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Gauuup presented the memorial of John 
Preston, an octogenarian and soldier of the Rev- 
olution, aged eighty-three years and eighty-eight 
days, proposing certain amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, embracing a plan 
for a uniform system of banking throughout the 
United States; which plan suggests that Congress 
shall determine what sum, in dollars, shall be ne- 
eessary to carry on the commercial affairs of the 
United States, (say $250,000,000,) and that such 
sum, when so determined upon, shall be divided 
among the several States and the District of Co- 
lumbia, in proportion to the inhabitants of each. 
The District of Columbia to have one bank, and 
the Legislatures of tlie several States to determine 
into how many branches their respective quotas 
shall be divided. ‘That, before any bank so es- 
tablished shall enter upon the business of bank- 
ing, the whole amount of the capital stock of such 
bank shall be paid in, in gold and silver. That 
no bank shall issue, or keep in circulation, more 
than two dollars in paper for one dollar in specie 
actually in their vaults; and that no one person shall 
be permitted to hold or own more than fifty shares 
of $100 each, and that, for the further security of 
the billholders, each stockholder shall mortgage 
tg the treasurer of the State where the bank shail 
be located, unincumbered real estate in value to 
twice the amount of the stock held by such stock- 
holder. Also, tle petition of Jonathan Jenkins, 
A. C. Disbrow, David J. D. Verplanck, and 
others, of the county of Albany, praying Con- 
gress to passa law giving to all revolutionary 
pensioners ninety-six dollars per year, without 
reference to the time served; which, with others 
upon the same subject presented to the House at 
its last session, and withdrawn from the files for 
that purpose, were referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. Bronson presented the petition of forty- 
two men and forty-seven women of Smithville, 
Jefferson county, New York, praying Congress 
to abolish slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and in the Territories where it 
exists, and to exercise the constitutional power 
so as to prohibit the domestic slave trade. Also, 
another petition from the same persons, praying 
Congress not to admit any new State into the 
Union whose constitution tolerates slavery, and 
to reject all overtures for the admission of ‘Texas 
into the Union. 

Mr. ‘Tayor presented the petitions of Hiram 
Judson and one hundred aad forty-two others; 
of C. N. Wescott and thirty others; and of 
Abram Phillips and thirty-three others, inhab- 
itants of the county of Onendaga, New York, 
nraying fora repeal or modification of the neu- 
trality law of the last session of Congress. Also, 
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_ representatives of Elbert Anderson; of Mary W. | 
| Thompson, widow and devisee of the late Colo- || J. Plympton, and other officers of the line of ihp 


| uel Belding and others, praying to be released as 
sureties for the late Melancton W. Bostwick, a | 


| District of Columbia. Also, the petition of James 


| same county and State, praying for the like ob- 








February 4, 


tition of Joel G. Dawson and others, for a | rescinded; one of which petitions also prays that 
| the petition may be referred toa select COM Mittee 
New York, to Bridgeport, Madisoncounty. Also, || and that the undersigned may be heard in Person 
petitions from inhabitants of the town of Lafay- | or by counsel; all of which were laid UPON the 
ette, New York, for the abolition of slavery in || table. 
the District of Columbia, and the recognition of Mr. Bicknett presented the petition of Gerri, 
the independence of Hayti. Smith and eighty-five males, Ann C. Smith ang 
Mr. Pratt presented the petitions of John W. || eighty-six females, of the town of Smithfely 
Wyckoff, Ranson Johnson, L. A. Hubbard, J.|, and county of Madison, State of New York. 
Green, Ashael Whitcomb, John Groat, and Lo- | praying that Congress may act as mediator hp. 
ban R. Robinson; which were severally referred | tween France and Mexico, and for other 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. De Grarr presented the memorial of the 


; ; ; D pur- 
poses; which was, on his motion, referred to the 


Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. Hammonp presented the petition of Maj 


or 


nel Alexander R. Thompson; of a farmer, from || Army, asking to be placed on an equal footings 

Governeur, in favor of a national bank; of Sam- || with the several staff corps; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Perrixin presented the petition of Eye 

Haas, widow of a revolutionary soldier, Praying 

for a pension; which was referred to the Com. 


purser in the Navy, who was lost on board the | 
ship-of-war Epervier, foundered at sea. 
Mr. Nosre presented the memorial of about || mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
eight hundred citizens of the county of Cayuga, Mr. Keim presented the petition of Abraham 
New York, praying the repeal or modification of || N. Breevort, an officer in the marine service of 
the neutrality law of the last session of Congress; | the United States, asking a pension for certain 
and, also, that some action may be had by Con- || disabilities received in the discharge of his duties 
gress in relation to the destruction of the steam- || in that service; which was referred to the Com. 
boat Caroline, at Schlosser. } || mittee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the petition 
Messrs. STRATTON, AYCRIGG, RAN-/|| of Edward D. Tippett, asking the payment of q 
DOLPH, HALSTED, and YORKE, of New | claim for military services rendered to the United 
Jersey. States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Messrs. SERGEANT, POTTS, NAYLOR, || Claims. 
McKENNAN, KEIM, PLUMER, HENRY, Mr. Piumer presented the petition of Sarah 
SHEFFER, BEATTY, M. MORRIS, BUCH- | Atkinson and others, praying that the executors 
ANAN, TOLAND, and PETRIKIN, of Penn- | of Thomas Atkinson, deceased, be discharged 
sylvania. from the payment of a judgment in favor of the 
[Mr. Suerrer presented the petition of Hez- | United States, against the executors of Thomas 
ekiah Vanarsdal and seventy-one others, voters || Atkinson and others, sureties of Richard Bean, 
of Adams county, Pennsylvania, praying for the | collector of the internal revenue; which was re- 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the || ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Also, 
the petition of Debora Bowen, mother of Benja- 
McAllister and thirty-two others, citizens of the || min Hillman, who died in the service of his 
‘ country during the late war, praying for a tract of 
ject. Also, the petition of Joel Wierman and || land; which was referred to the Committee on 
fifty-three others, citizens of the same county | Private Land Claims. Also, the petition of James 
and State, praying for the immediate abolition of | Cooe, fora pension; which was referred to the 
slavery and the slave trade in the said District. | Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the peti- 
Also, the petition of Phebe Wright and sixty | tion of the Hon. C. Rowe, asking compensation 
other women of the aforesaid county, praying | for services rendered, and money louned, the 
for the like object; which several petitions, under || United States Government by his father, a sol- 





_ the order of the House, were severally laid on || dier of the Revolution; which was referred to the 


thé table. Committee on Revolutionary Claims.] 

Mr. Henry presented the petition of one hun- || Messrs. JENIFER, JOHNSON, and HOW- 
dred and twenty-seven inhabitants of Mercer | ARD, of Maryland. 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition Messrs. BOULDIN, COLES, MORGAN, 
of slavery in the District of Columbia and Terri- | TALIAFERRO, and MERCER, of Virginia. 
tories, and also the slave trade. Also, the peti- Messrs. BYNUM, MONTGOMERY, DE- 
tion of a number of citizens of South Beaver || BERRY, and STANLY, of North Carolina. . 
township, Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying {[Mr. Monteomery presented certain resolu- 
Congress to abolish slavery in the District of || tions passed by the Legislature of his State, re- 
Columbia, and the slave trade, and against the || lating to the distribution of the public lands or 
admission of any new State the constitution of || their proceeds among the States. Mr. M. said 
which tolerates slavery. Also, the remonstrance || he had intended to have accompanied these res- 
of a number of citizens of Chippewa township, || olutions with some remarks, but would postpone 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania, against the admis- || them for a few days, when the subject would be 
sion of any new State into the Union the consti- || before the House in a form that would not only 
tution of which tolerates slavery, and to reject | afford him an opportunity of giving his views 
all applications for the annexation of Texas into | relative tothe public lands, but would require it 
the Union. Also, the petition of a number of | of him, as a Representative in the discharge ofa 
citizens of the same place, praying Congress to || solemn duty, not only to the State he had the 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia and | honor in part to represent, but also to his imme- 
Territory of Florida. Also, the petition of anum- | diate constituents, in defense of their private 
ber of the citizens of Beaver and Butler counties, | rights. He referred to the Senate bill which had 
praying Congress to abolish slavery and the slave | passed that body, and was pending before the 
trade in the District of Columbia. ‘Also, the peti- || House, ceding all the public lands in the State of 
tion of a number of citizens of Beaver and Butler || Tennessee to the said State, which lands, by the 
counties, praying Congress to abolish slavery in || cession act of North Carolina, were set apart and 
the District of Columbia and all the Territories. || secured asa fund to pay and satisfy the old North 
Also, the remonstrance of a number of citizens | Carolina revolutionary soldiers’ claims. He 





_ of Beaver and Butler counties, against the admis- || would, therefore, for the present, only offer a 


sion of any new State into the Union that toler- | 
ates slavery. 

Mr. M. Morris presented fifteen petitions : 
with five hundred and fifty-one signatures, three Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. 
hundred and sixty-seven of women and one hun- Mr. CLEVELAND, of Georgia, presented the 
dred and eighty-four of men, of Bucks county, || petition of the ere of Captain John 
Poiadyiventa, ve of which petitions were against | Jackson, late of the revenue service of the United 
the annexation of Texas to the United States; | States, praying fora pension; which was referred 
four against the inter-State slave trade; five for | to the Committee on Naval Affairs. . 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the || | Messrs. UNDERWOOD, GRAVES, and 
D strict of Columbia and the Territories; and one | MENEFEE, of eee: 

p «ying that the resolution “abridging the in- Messrs. STONE, BEL ,C. H. WILLIAMS, 
swuable right of petition’? may be immediately | and the SPEAKER, of ‘Tennessee. 


hearty response to the resolutions, and hand 
them to the Chair, and ask that they be laid upon 
the table, and be printed.] 
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